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This thesis examines Moche juvenile burial patterns as documented in the published literature. 
Reports of cemeteries and other burial excavations were compiled in order to identify the posi-
tion of children in Moche society as well as ideology surrounding children and childhood. The 
data collected spans six valleys and fourteen archaeological sites along the north coast of Peru. 
This investigation revealed 191 juvenile burials dating from A.D. 200 – 850. The variables docu-
mented for each burial include site, period, age, sex, burial position, orientation, burial encas-
ing, and description of grave goods, as well as documenting adult individuals buried with juve-
niles. This analysis demonstrates the Moche did have a concept of childhood and treated chil-
dren differently than adults in mortuary practices. The juveniles documented in this study were 
active participants in a complex society and contributed to the economy, religion, and politics. 
While the conclusions to this thesis are ambiguous, they demonstrate that there is much more 





In archaeology, children and objects related to childhood have been largely overlooked and dis-
missed. By studying ancient children, archaeologists can gain a more complete understanding 
of what it was like to live in an ancient civilization and how that civilization saw its future. As fu-
ture full members of society, children are key actors in the transmission of cultural knowledge 
and traditions. Andean archaeological studies have been especially slow to turn its focus to chil-
dren (see Tung and Knudson 2017 for an exception). This lack of information seems curious in 
an area of the world with unmatched preservation. This research seeks to rectify this problem 
by analyzing descriptions of Moche juvenile burials. My main sources are books published at 
least 15 years ago but a few more recent descriptions are added as well. My sample includes 
juvenile graves for which a description in English could be found. My research has found that, 
based on grave preparation, children likely had a general lower status than adults. An analysis 
of juvenile grave goods demonstrates that Moche childhood likely ended between 12 and 17 
years of age. 
This thesis is organized into five chapters. The first two provide a background on Moche 
archaeology and culture and the bioarchaeology of childhood, respectively. The third chapter 
provides descriptions of all the graves in this analysis and the fourth describes trends in the var-
iables of the data. The last chapter provides a preliminary interpretation of the data and de-
scribes how the expectations of the data compared to reality. 
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CHAPTER 1. BACKGROUND ON MOCHE ARCHAEOLOGY AND SOCIETY 
 




The Peruvian coastal landscape is organized into a series of valleys, each with a river at its cen-
ter leading to the Pacific Ocean. Peruvian coastal agriculture is dependent on these rivers which 
are sourced in the high mountains of the Andes. These coastal valleys have been occupied since 
the end of Pleistocene, roughly since 10,000 B.C. The first settlements in this area were likely 
small fishing settlements clustered on the coast, followed by small agricultural villages slightly 
further up the valley. These small settlements gradually developed into complex civilizations, 
which rose and fell and competed with one another until the arrival of the Spanish in the 1500s. 
This thesis focuses on the Moche, a Pre-Columbian society that developed between A.D. 200 
and 850, during what Andean archaeologists call the Early Intermediate Period (Koons and Alex 
2014). 
 The Moche culture occupied the north coast of Peru between the second and ninth cen-
turies A.D. The Moche culture (as evidenced through material culture) likely began in the Mo-
che and Chicama valleys. Over the next few centuries, the Moche spread as far south as the 
Nepeña valley and as far north as the Lambayeque valley, with a possible isolated pocket in the 
Pirua valley in the far north (Millaire 2002, Chapdelaine 2011). The exact method and order of 
this spread is not well understood. After the collapse of the Moche, the north coast witnessed 
the rise and fall of several polities including the Casma, Lambayeque/Sicán and Chimú. The Inka 
Empire (or Tawantinsuyu) conquered the Chimú or Chimor Kingdom towards the end of the 
15th century, less than 50 years before Pizzaro and his men visited Peru for the first time. 
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1.2. Moche Historiography 
Historically, archaeologists used Moche artwork as the primary diagnostic feature for identify-
ing the presence of Moche culture. Many of these murals or ceramics were either looted or 
poorly provenienced so the artistic style was one of the few cues as to where and when these 
pieces belonged (Quilter and Koons 2012). This may explain the popularity of ceramic chronolo-
gies during this time period. Modern archaeologists are much more careful about the proveni-
ence of their artifacts but still may have a difficult time differentiating artifacts from different 
cultures, especially non-ceramic artifacts. 
The first traces of Moche culture were found by German archaeologist Max Uhle around 
AD 1900. Uhle was the first archaeologist to work in Peru and was responsible for identifying 
multiple archaeological cultures. Huaca de la Luna, a portion of arguably the most important 
Moche site of Huacas de Moche, was first archaeologically investigated by Uhle. Uhle brought 
many ceramics to the United States where a collection of Southern American artifacts was 
started at the University of California, Berkeley. Uhle’s work across the coast of Peru led to the 
development of the basic chronology of Peruvian prehistory whose phases include the Early In-
termediate Period, the Middle Horizon, the Late Intermediate Period, and the Late Horizon 
(Quilter 2002). 
Rafael Larco Hoyle (1901-1966) is known as the father of Moche studies because of his 
work in developing the traditional view of the Moche. Larco became interested in archaeology 
at his family’s plantation in the Chicama Valley. He began collecting ancient ceramics as a young 
man and used his substantial collection to form one of the first museums dedicated to ancient 
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North Coast cultures (Evans 1968, Quilter 2010, Quilter and Koons 2012). It was during this pro-
cess that he first became familiar with Moche-style ceramics. Larco was one of the first to dis-
tinguish between Moche and the later Chimú style (Quilter and Koons 2012, 129). In fact, it was 
Larco who termed the culture “Moche” after the name of the valley in which Huacas de Moche 
is located (Quilter and Koons 2012). From his study of Moche ceramics and sites, Larco was the 
first to theorize that Moche society was stratified. Larco believed the portrait-head vessels he 
encountered were representations of great leaders. Larco argued for a traditional model of 
power with a single ruler at the top, a layer of elites and clergy underneath, and a base of work-
ing commoners supporting the structure at the bottom. Under this model, the Moche were 
thought to retain control through a combination of religion and military coercion (Quilter 2010, 
Quilter and Koons 2012). This view was clearly influenced by western notions of power and Eu-
ropean history, which was better known that South American history. Larco was also responsi-
ble for the five-phase chronology that has become established in Moche studies. All of these 
contributions led to Larco being established as the “Father of Moche Studies” (Evans 1968, 
Quilter 2010, Quilter and Koons 2012). 
The Virú Valley Project was the first large-scale multi-site and interdisciplinary project in 
the Americas. This project elucidated the extent of the Moche presence in the Virú valley. Un-
der this study, it was concluded that the Moche were highly militaristic. This conclusion was 
supported by the comparatively rapid appearance of Moche ceramics in the Virú valley along 
with the frequent depictions of warriors on these ceramics (Quilter 2010, Quilter and Koons 
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2012). While this view pervades Moche studies today, Quilter and Koons argue that this inter-
pretation was influenced by the lead archaeologists’ experiences in World War II (Quilter and 
Koons 2012). 
The next large-scale project to affect our understanding of Moche culture was that of 
the Chan Chan Moche Valley Project sponsored by Harvard from 1969-1974. While this project 
did focus on Chan Chan, this project was also responsible for extensive excavations at Huacas 
de Moche and Cerro Blanco. In addition to revealing much about what was believed to be the 
capital of the Moche kingdom, this project was the first time Moche burial practices were stud-
ied in detail (Donnan & Mackey 1978). Many of the conclusions made during this study were 
based upon previous work by Larco and the Virú Valley project (Quilter 2002, Quilter 2010, 
Quilter and Koons 2012). 
There was a break in the history of the study of the Moche during the 1980s, until the 
discovery of the Lord of Sipán in 1987. Peruvian politics were marked by upheaval, terrorism, 
and instability and the general attitude was less than friendly toward foreigners, a descriptor 
that applied to most archaeologists on the Peruvian north coast at this time. Guerilla move-
ments and violent military repressions were active across the country. There was some study 
done on artifacts that had been taken from Peru, including Uhle’s collection at Berkeley. This 
study mainly extended to the iconography of ceramics. While these may have been the only ar-
tifacts (safely) available to them, the use of such artifacts is problematic. Most of these artifacts 
were unprovenienced, which may explain why Moche religion was assumed to be universal. If 
the unprovenienced artifacts were assumed to be universal representations of the entirety of 
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Moche culture, their representations would have been assumed to be universal as well (Quilter 
2002, Quilter 2010, Quilter and Koons 2012).  
The 1990s were something of a boom for Moche archaeology, partially due to the dis-
covery of the Lord of Sipán. Moseley’s 1992 survey of Andean archaeology exemplifies the no-
tions of Moche statehood that were prevalent during this time. Moseley definitively identifies 
Huacas de Moche as the capital city with Huaca de Sol serving as the palace from which the king 
ruled and was buried (even though no elite burials were found here). The consistent similarities 
in the artistic styles were interpreted as a “corporate style”, a style imposed by the state and 
perhaps used to identify government buildings or items produced for and by the state. A struc-
ture for collecting taxes was even proposed. Some adobe bricks were found with maker’s 
marks. These maker’s marks were thought to identify different work gangs that were providing 
labor as a form of payment to the state. While this is not an absurd conclusion, not nearly 
enough bricks with maker’s marks were found to fully justify this assumption (Moseley 1992, 
179; Quilter and Koons 2012, 133-134).  
A series of unusual burials found in the late 1980s and early 1990s were instrumental in 
changing how Moche religion was interpreted. The first two sites were at Sipán in the Lam-
bayeque valley and at San Jose de Moro in the Jequetepeque valley (Alva & Donnan 1993, Cas-
tillo 2007). Each of these elite burials contained multiple individuals and religious paraphernalia, 
and costumes that suggested the primary individuals took on the persona of individuals repre-
sented in Moche art. While both sites are known for their richest burials, each site contained 
multiple burials that followed the same pattern. At Sipán, each burial had an adult male as the 
central figure with several people surrounding the male (Alva & Donnan 1993). At San Jose de 
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Moro, the central figure was a woman or girl with multiple people around her (Castillo 2007).  
The men at Sipán likely represented the Warrior Priest and the women at San José de Moro 
represented the Priestess from the Sacrifice Ritual. These burials indicate that the Moche “cor-
porate style” may have depicted actual events or rituals that were repeated for public benefit. 
These finds were quickly combined with other bioarchaeological finds, this time at Huacas de 
Moche. A long-term study at this site revealed human remains which were later revealed to 
have cut marks associated with human sacrifice (Verano 2001). The Sacrifice Ceremony shows 
multiple depictions of the sacrifice of human captives. All these factors added together meant 
that human sacrifice was likely performed in a ritual context by elite individuals costumed as 
mythical or religious figures.  In addition to restructuring how archaeologists viewed Moche re-
ligion, these sensational finds renewed international interest in Moche archaeology (Quilter 
2010). 
A final find that transformed how Moche culture was viewed was the discovery of Mo-
che artifacts in the far northern region of Piura. These artifacts, mostly ceramics and metal jew-
elry, are found contemporaneously with artifacts of the Vicús culture. This site and its relation 
to the Moche heartland is still not well understood. Piura may have been a trading outpost for 
Moche looking for elite goods that could only be acquired in the north, such as gold or Spondy-
lus. Otherwise, the Moche artifacts found in Piura may represent a far-flung group that adopted 
Moche religion or incorporated it into their local religion. Either way, this site undermines tradi-
tional understandings of Moche culture and has helped to develop the modern understanding 




1.3. Moche Chronology 
Moche chronology has been a matter of debate since Moche artifacts were first discovered. 
The “traditional” Moche chronology was established in the 1940s by Rafael Larco Hoyle. The 
phases listed below are in accordance with the traditional view of Moche chronology. The first 
vestiges of Moche culture (Moche I-II) appeared around A.D. 100 in Moche and Chicama val-
leys. This early development of early Moche ideology and practices has also been found in the 
Jequetepeque, Zaña, and Lambayeque valleys (Bawden 1995). The Middle Moche (Moche III) 
was marked by increased expansionism along the coastal valleys as well as the development of 
Huacas de Moche in the Moche valley, a large ceremonial site with a surrounding city consid-
ered to be the regional capital for the Moche. At the end of the Moche IV phase (roughly A.D. 
600), the Moche world was rocked by a large natural disaster, likely connected to an El Niño 
event (Koons and Alex 2014). Whatever it may have been, Larco argued this event must have 
exposed the weaknesses of the Moche system because Moche V is marked by strong regional 
differentiation which led to an eventual collapse of the Moche around A.D. 750. Again, these 
dates and phases were largely dismissed once more scientific methods of dating were available 
but Larco’s dates were used at the beginning of Moche studies (Koons and Alex 2014). 
The continued use of the Larco chronology would not be an issue if the Moche ceramic 
sequence was consistent throughout the entire region and changed both consistently and sim-
ultaneously. Of course, no human civilization has ever transitioned this precisely. This makes 
developing an accurate chronology difficult at best and maddeningly impossible at worst. 
Larco’s chronology is further complicated because of the regional variation between different 
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sites in different valleys. For instance, ceramics identified as Moche I are assumed to appear in 
the Moche valley between AD 1 and 100. However, Moche I ceramics do not appear at El Brujo 
(a large ceremonial center in the Chicama valley) until roughly AD 330 and when they do ap-
pear, they are mixed with Moche II ceramics. Part of the reason for this admixture may be be-
cause there is no firm distinction between any of the five different divisions in the ceramic 
chronology (Koons and Alex 2014). Further complicating this issue is the lack of standardization 
of the various stages of ceramic chronology. This means individual archaeologists are responsi-
ble for assigning the correct category to any Moche ceramics they may encounter. To simplify 
Moche chronology, Luis Jaime Castillo and Christopher Donnan have introduced a four-phase 
chronology divided into Early Moche, Middle Moche, Late Moche, and a Transitional period. 
This sequence was developed based on ceramics from the northern Moche sphere (Castillo and 
Donnan 1994, Koons and Alex 2014). The Castillo-Donnan chronology does not exactly line up 
with the Larco chronology. The Early Moche period covers all of Moche I and II as well as most 
of Moche III. The Middle Moche period covers the end of Moche III, all of Moche IV, and the be-
ginning of Moche V. Late Moche is only contemporaneous with Moche V. Both chronologies are 
inexact and likely less than fully accurate. No one site has contained the full spectrum of either 
chronology, which has led to questions about the accuracy of both chronologies (Koons and 
Alex 2014). This thesis will use the Castillo and Donnan chronology with over half of the graves 
dating to the Middle Moche time period. 
The lack of accuracy may not be due to an inability to seriate ceramics but an issue in 
the ceramics themselves. Koons and Alex conducted a study of radiocarbon dates from organic 
material found near ceramics from every ceramic phase. They found that nearly all the ceramic 
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phases overlapped chronologically. These results indicate the dangers of relying on ceramic se-
riation for dating and clearly demonstrates that Moche ceramic chronologies are not universal 
(Koons and Alex 2014). 
If the traditional ceramic-based chronology is not an accurate representation of Moche 
chronology, an alternate explanation is needed to cover the rise, spread, and fall of the Moche. 
While Larco theorized that Moche culture began in the Chicama valley, current theory proposes 
a more complicated origin. At present, Moche is thought of as a collection of religious practices 
and beliefs rather than an archaeologically defined “culture”. These religious practices were 
performed and enforced by the elite while the commoner did not participate in an archaeologi-
cally visible way. This religious domination by the elite likely originated somewhere much hum-
bler. Castillo and Uceda theorize that the significant improvement of irrigation techniques may 
have led to Northern Peru’s first stratified society. This improved water distribution would have 
led to increased wealth among certain members of society. This increased wealth would have 
led to an elite class and an opportunity for increased craft specialization. This elite class would 
have then had an increased dependence on culturally created material and possibly on religion 
(Castillo and Uceda 2008). By connecting their power with religious ideology, the elites would 
have been able to gain control over the non-elites. Archaeological studies of early Moche irriga-
tion have demonstrated that this sequence of events likely happened in multiple valleys simul-
taneously. Both the religious ideology and the news of elite control would have spread to other 
valleys. This control may have been attractive to would-be elites in other valleys and may have 
prompted a similar sequence of events. If this was not motivation enough, it is possible though 
not well proven that force may have been used to spread Moche ideology. Each group of elites 
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likely maintained control over a valley at most and the amount of cooperation between valleys 
likely varied over time (Castillo Butters and Uceda Castilo 2008). 
Inter-valley cooperation is difficult to study archaeologically but it is agreed upon that 
there was more cooperation among the southern valleys of Moche and Chicama and later in 
the Virú, Chao, Santa, and Nepeña valleys. These valleys may have viewed the Huacas de Mo-
che in the Moche valley as a sort of regional capital or pilgrimage site. This site definitely served 
a religious purpose and possibly an administrative purpose. This site was a center of craft pro-
duction and one of the largest cities in all the Moche domain. The valleys to the south of Moche 
valley may have viewed this as a regional capital for religious activities like sacrifices and cere-
monies or as trade centers for specialized goods. The Chicama valley has a few large sites, the 
largest of which is El Brujo. El Brujo may have been a local religious capital for the Chicama val-
ley. The northern valleys included the Lambayeque and Jequetepeque valleys. Each of these 
valleys had a regional religious capital with a series of incredibly wealthy elite burials. The Lam-
bayeque valley has the site of Sipán, which contains a series of elaborate burials containing the 
remains of several men buried with ceremonial paraphernalia. The Jequetepeque Valley con-
tains the site of San Jose de Moro. This site also contains a series of elite graves. These graves 
contain the remains of women buried with religious items that indicate these women may have 
portrayed the Priestess in the Sacrifice Ceremony (Castillo Butters and Uceda Castilo 2008). One 
of these graves contained the remains of a child (likely a girl) buried in a similar manner to the 
older women. Both the adult women and this child had multiple burial retainers and extensive 
elite grave goods including copper adornments, scale models, Spondylus shells, and a variety of 
decorated ceramics. The most conspicuous difference between the girl’s grave and the graves 
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of the adult was that the girl’s grave did not contain the elaborately decorated cup found in the 
women’s graves. The cup was likely used during the reenactment of the sacrifice ceremony to 
contain sacrificial blood. Perhaps the girl was still in training and had not yet earned the right to 
be buried with this cup. This may indicate that women were chosen as children or possibly from 
birth to portray this position (Millaire 2002, Castillo Butters 2007). Studies of the northern 
sphere of Moche influence are complicated by the presence of Moche artifacts in the Piura Val-
ley. Moche ceramics were found in burial shafts and several metal objects were looted and 
later recovered from what is believed to be a series of elite burials. This area is isolated from all 
other areas of Moche occupation but may have been a trading outpost for Spondylus, gold, or 
other items that were sourced from distant locations (Castillo Butters and Uceda Castilo 2008, 
Bernier 2010). 
The collapse of the Moche is not well understood. After this theory was dismissed, the 
Moche were assumed to have fallen to one of the other causes that typically fells societies such 
as foreign invaders or internal pressures. While there were an increased number of defensive 
structures dated to this period, there is no significant archaeological evidence for widespread 
warfare from a foreign invasion (Castillo Butters and Uceda Castilo 2008, Koons and Alex 2014). 
A more likely explanation is a collapse of ideology that led to a collapse of society. Castillo and 
Uceda argue that the elite may have aligned themselves too closely with their ideology. There-
fore, when this ideology failed in some manner, the commoners would have lost faith in the 
elite and would have been less motivated to continue paying taxes and working to support the 
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elite. As much of Moche culture was dependent on religious ideology, a loss of belief in the ide-
ology would have appeared as a collapse of Moche culture (Castillo Butters and Uceda Castilo 
2008). 
1.4. Cultural Description of the Moche 
Just as a glance would be insufficient to tell the difference between an American and Canadian 
citizen, most Moche citizens would have been unrecognizable from other members of north 
coast cultures. Most people would have gone about the same daily tasks as their ancestors did 
for the past several thousand years. The main task would have been attempting to eke out a liv-
ing from the coastal desert that occupies most of the Peruvian north coast. They would have 
cultivated the same types of crops that have been cultivated for the past few thousand years. 
These crops included avocados, squash, beans, corn, peanuts, chili peppers, and guavas. Faunal 
evidence indicates that guinea pigs, duck, and llamas were raised for consumption, and llamas 
for their wool (Chapdelaine 2009). They would have gathered water, cooked food, tended to 
their animals, and watched over their children. Those who lived closer to the coast would have 
depended on the sea for their living. The marine food sources included an assortment of fish, 
crab, shrimp, and mollusks. Perhaps the most visible changes across time and culture would 
have been in their “nicer” textiles and ceramics, the ones likely only used for special occasions. 
This description may be a bit reductionist but the archaeological remains for the common folk 
vary very little between the time of the first signs of agriculture and the arrival of the Spanish. 
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 Of course, not everyone was involved in agriculture or basic subsistence. By the time the 
Moche visual culture developed, agriculture had become advanced enough to produce a sur-
plus that could be used to fund craft specialists. These craft specialists likely held a slightly 
higher position than agricultural workers. They likely had better accommodations and access to 
higher quality goods (Chapdelaine 2009). While not as privileged as the elites, this class of 
workers may have been what we may call “upper middle class”. While craft specialists likely 
worked in other places, the most significant evidence for Moche craft specialists has been 
found at Huacas de Moche. This concentration may be due to Huacas de Moche being the larg-
est city in the Moche domain or this area may have been a regional capital for craft specializa-
tion. The craft specialists at Huacas de Moche worked out of compounds that served both as 
residences and workshops. Chapdelaine identifies seven types of specialization that were ar-
chaeologically identified. These include the making of adobe bricks for building corporate build-
ings, high quality ceramics depicting religious or symbolic scenes, metalworking (generally cop-
per but also some silver or gold), weaving of special textiles or costumes, the carving and pol-
ishing of special artifacts of stone or precious gems, the brewing of chicha for large feasts or re-
ligious events, and the herding and training of llamas (or possibly alpacas) for convoys 
(Chapdelaine 2009, 187-190). There is also evidence that those who produced these goods 
were able to consume them as well. For instance, there is some evidence that nearly everyone 
at Huacas de Moche was able to acquire personal adornments of either carved stone or metal 
(Bernier 2010). It is uncertain as to whether these types of objects were obtained through di-
rect trade between producers or were redistributed by elites to craft specialists as tokens or 
payments but both theories have been suggested (Chapdelaine 2009, Bernier 2010). 
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 The highest echelon of Moche society was likely occupied ritual specialists and political 
leaders. Moche specialists have called those elites “warrior-priests” (e.g., Strong and Evans 
1952) and suggested that rulers combined various functions including warriorhood and sacrifi-
cial liturgy. We now know some of these elites took part in reenacting ritual scenes that de-
picted the capture and sacrifice of captives. We know this because elite graves have been found 
with costumes and paraphernalia identical to those depicted in countless ceramics and murals 
(Alva and Donnan 1993, Castillo Butters 2007). If these images were recreated, then it is likely 
that other often-repeated scenes were recreated as well. Perhaps the most frequently repeated 
images are those of elite warriors battling each other one-on-one. The frequency of these de-
pictions has led some to conclude that the Moche may have practiced ritual battle as a substi-
tute for actual wars. It is likely that the elites would have been the sole participants in these 
battles (Verano 2001, Arkush and Stanish 2005). The presence of large cities has also been 
counted as proof of an elite class. If there is a large city, surely there must have been someone 
to rule it. The presence of monumental architecture at these cities appears to further prove 
that these were not only cities but capitals with palaces and temples (Quilter 2010). These pal-
aces and temples must have needed an elite class to occupy them although perhaps this is an 
ethnocentric view of cities. 
 Other than their social stratification, the Moche were likely a homogenous group of 
people. Ethnicity is very difficult, sometimes impossible, to trace archaeologically. Often, eth-
nicity a strictly cultural difference (the difference between the British and the Irish, for in-
stance), with almost no biological or visible differences. These cultural differences may emerge 
through different material cultures, but these may be difficult to identify within a culture that 
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has only been identified through its material culture. Perhaps variations on ceramics styles or 
personal adornments may be indicative of ethnicity but this would be difficult to prove. Human 
remains can be analyzed for slight variations on specific features. This is called biodistance anal-
ysis and is generally used to identify those who were likely born in a different area from the rest 
of the group. Biodistance has been used as an argument for the mixing of ethnicities but this is 
only true if ethnicities are defined by distance or marriage partners are not regularly selected 
from distant groups (Verano 2001). In spite of all these complications, most scholars of the Mo-
che agree that most members of the Moche belonged to the same ethnicity (Chapdelaine 2009, 
Quilter 2010). The main argument against this united ethnicity comes from a biodistance analy-
sis of the sacrificial victims from Huacas de Moche. This analysis showed that skeletons sampled 
for analysis likely came from areas some distance away from where they were interred. These 
results have Sutter and Cortez (2005) to conclude that these victims were captured enemies of 
a different ethnicity than those doing the sacrificing. This theory would contradict the other 
widely accepted idea that most sacrificial victims were those who lost in ritual elite combat. The 
competing elites were assumed to be local to the area (Arkush and Stanish 2005). However, 
these people’s distance from the area of their birth does not mean necessarily mean they be-
longed to a different ethnicity. 
 Moche architecture is known for its impressive monumental religious structures but also 
has distinctive domestic architecture. Moche domestic architecture is comparatively simple. Ru-
ral homes are simple structures built of adobes or stone and are often found near canals or 
other agricultural features (Chapdelaine 2011). Urban domestic architecture is typically made 
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up of compounds containing a mix of living spaces, storage rooms, and workshops. These com-
pounds were quite large and may have been occupied by several families or multiple genera-
tions of a single family (Chapdelaine 2009, Bernier 2010). Most Moche religious structures are 
classified as huacas. Huaca has meant many things across time. The most general definition is 
an indigenous sacred space in the Andes. This term can include both natural features such as 
mountains and lakes and created spaces such as temples and cemeteries (Moore 2010, 404). In 
Moche architecture, the term generally means large platform mounds built from adobes with 
ramps leading up to the platform. These platform mounds often come in pairs with one being 
significantly taller and larger than the other. The most famous example is the Huacas de Moche, 
made up of the Huaca del Sol and Huaca de la Luna. The top of these mounds often contained 
compounds with rooms, patios, and storage spaces. These platforms likely served as stages for 
religious ceremonies or performances. The large plaza in front of Huaca de la Luna was likely an 
area where crowds would gather to watch the human sacrifices carried out on the mound 
(Verano 2001, Chapdelaine 2011). 
 Although many descriptions of Moche graves will be given in a later chapter, a brief de-
scription of “typical” burial practices according to the literature may be helpful. As with any 
stratified society, the arrangement of the burial varied with the person’s status before death. 
Most people were buried in simple pits several feet under the surface in cemeteries (Donnan 
and McClelland 1997). Burial chambers and burials within domestic structures were also com-
mon. Most people were buried in extended positions on their backs with their arms at their 
sides. The body was then wrapped in a least one shroud and sometimes in cane tubes or coffins 
made of cane. Grave goods were also common. Ceramic and gourd vessels, textiles, food and 
19 
 
drink, and goods pertaining to the person’s profession (weapons for a warrior, spindles and 
thread for a weaver) were all popular grave goods (Millaire 2002, 2004). 
1.5. Moche Religion and Warfare 
Our understanding of Moche religion mostly comes from repeated iconographic themes on ce-
ramics and murals. One of the first debates surrounding Moche iconography is whether the 
scenes depicted are realistic or stylized. Some of the scenes may be faithful to real life. These 
scenes include deer hunting and elites battling one-on-one. Other scenes show warriors bat-
tling sea monsters or deities drinking the blood of dismembered enemies. Clearly these later 
scenes are not scenes of everyday life for the Moche. The most accepted explanation of these 
fantastical images is that they represent scenes from well-known Moche myths or legends. The 
ceramic vessels may have served both practical functions such as storing water while also being 
portable reminders of deities and legends (Quilter 2002, 164-165). 
 Over half (roughly 60%) of all Moche iconography depicts scenes of battle or other mar-
tial themes, including human sacrifice (Arkush and Tung 2013, 239). Clearly warfare, battle, and 
sacrifice were very important to the Moche. Whether this importance was due to religious sig-
nificance perhaps may never be fully proved but it certainly seems the most plausible explana-
tion. The battle scenes represented in Moche iconography almost always show one-on-one 
confrontations. The combatants are usually dressed in elaborate costumes complete with head-
dresses. The similarities between the two combatants’ costumes have led to the belief that 
both the warriors were Moche elites rather than elites fending off foreign warriors (Quilter 
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2002). The goal of these ritual battles appears to be to incapacitate and capture one’s oppo-
nent rather than to kill them. The captured opponents were likely sacrificed during a different 
ritual that Moche scholars identify as the Sacrifice Ceremony. Also called the Presentation 
Theme, this scene has been depicted on ceramics and large murals on important buildings. The 
scene is twofold: The lower scene shows naked and bound captives, with their weapons and 
costumes bundled behind them. The captives are in the process of having their throats cut by 
costumed priests. The other portion of the scene shows the Priestess, the Feline Priest, and 
other figures presenting a goblet (presumably full of blood) to the Warrior Priest. It is not well 
understood if the various priests and their captives were meant to represent deities or were 
recognized as human priests in religiously significant costumes (Quilter 2002, Sutter and Cortez 
2005). 
 Some Moche iconography provides a glimpse of the Moche view of infants. While chil-
dren have yet to be found in Moche art, infants are depicted in a specific type of ceramic ves-
sels. These vessels, sometimes termed “sex pots”, typically depict a male and a female figure 
engaged in various sexual acts. Those that portray infants show the infant nursing at the 
woman’s breast while she is engaged in coitus. The infant in this artwork does not usually have 
many details. Weismantel (2004, 496) uses ethnographic comparisons with Amazonian cultures 
which do not view the infant as being fully formed at birth. Rather the infant is viewed as 
formed once they are able to consume semi-solid foods. The unformed nature of the ceramic 
infants suggest the Moche may have view infants in a similar way (Weismantel 2004). 
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 As most of the evidence of Moche religion comes from artwork, the question must be 
asked: how much of what is depicted is realistic to actual Moche religious practices? Elite buri-
als found at Sipán and San José de Moro contain the remains of individuals buried with cos-
tumes and paraphernalia of the Warrior Priest and the Priestess, respectively (Alva and Donnan 
1993, Millaire 2002, Castillo Butters 2007). These items include headdresses, costumes, and 
elaborately decorated goblet. Before the discovery of these tombs, the Sacrifice Ceremony was 
assumed to show an interaction between deities or an idealized version of how a historical 
event may have happened. These burials indicate that ceremonies happened with some regu-
larity and by real people (Quilter 2002). The people who performed these roles were likely 
elites. Additionally, the discovery of the remains of a child at San José de Moro buried with 
some of the same artifacts as the adult women identified portraying the “Priestess” from the 
Sacrifice Ceremony indicate that those in these roles were likely trained from a young age to 
play these roles (Millaire 2004). 
 Ritual combat between elites also likely happened at some scale in Moche society. The 
true purpose of these battles is not fully understood. These duels were likely a means of captur-
ing prisoners for the human sacrifices that were also a part of Moche religious ceremony. As 
previously mentioned, the costumes worn and weapons used in these scenes indicate that both 
combatants were Moche elites (Quilter 2002). Even if these small-scale battles did take place 
between elites from different valleys, it is unlikely that they were the only means of spreading 
Moche culture and control. The existence of ritual combat does not preclude full scale battles 
or wars. The rapid spread of Moche culture, especially in the southern realm, is most easily ex-
plained through some type of warfare (Arkush and Stanish 2005). Some have argued that the 
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battles depicted in iconography were stylized versions of full-scale battles. Artistic representa-
tions of battles rarely show entire armies fighting and instead show key figures from each side 
fighting each other. This may be the case with Moche art as well, possibly showing elite gener-
als fighting one another rather than throngs of commoners fighting other throngs of common-
ers (Verano 2001, Quilter 2002). However, only limited archaeological evidence has been found 
of warfare so these wars were either limited or very short in duration (Arkush and Stanish 2005, 
Arkush and Tung 2013). 
 While human sacrifice may sound quite sensational, there is definitive archaeological 
proof that human sacrifice occurred during Moche times. The most famous example of Moche 
human sacrifice comes from Huaca de la Luna. Here was found the remains of over 70 men, 
aged between 15 and 39 years. A bioarchaeological study of these remains shows that these 
men were generally in good physical condition, but many had healed injuries, indicating a his-
tory of violence and perhaps battle. Many also had partially healed injuries, which may indicate 
that they were held in captivity for a few weeks before being sacrificed. Some remains also had 
evidence of defensive injuries sustained near the time of death. Quilter suggests that the sacri-
ficial victims may have been dispatched through a type of gladiatorial battle. Perhaps the vic-
tims were given fragile shields and flimsy weapons while their attackers had deadly weapons 
and full armor. This would explain the perimortem injuries and may have been more consistent 
with the Moche ideology of ritual combat (Quilter 2002). If this did not happen, the victims 
were likely executed. Most of the cervical vertebrae recovered had cut marks consistent with 
the slitting of the throat. Blows the head were also common. One of the graves at Huacas de 
Moche contained a large club that had been repeatedly covered in blood during antiquity. All 
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the bodies were dismembered and were also manipulated after death. One skull showed evi-
dence of the face being flayed away from the skull. These remains may have been displayed af-
ter the priests or sacrificers were finished but nearly all were left to rot in where they had been 
killed (Verano 2001, Quilter 2002). However, the most surprising thing about the victims is that 
they were not local to the Huacas de Moche. Verano’s biodistance analysis showed distinct dif-
ferences in the expected traits. This is contradictory to the accepted model of local Moche elite 
fighting one another with the loser being sacrificed. If the victims were foreigners, this may be 
another indication that the Moche did engage in large-scale battle and Moche iconography was 
an idealized version of what actually happened (Verano 2001, Sutter and Cortez 2005). 
1.6. Moche Burial Practices 
Although many descriptions of Moche graves will be given in a later chapter, a brief description 
of “typical” burial practices according to the literature may be helpful. As with any stratified so-
ciety, the arrangement of the burial varied with the person’s status before death. Most people 
(51%) were buried in simple pits several feet under the surface in cemeteries (Millaire 2002, 
114). Burial chambers and burials within domestic and ritual structures were also common. 
Most people were buried in extended positions on their backs with their arms at their sides. 
The body was then wrapped in a least one shroud and sometimes in cane tubes or coffins made 
of woven cane. Grave goods were also common. Ceramic and gourd vessels, textiles, food and 
drink, and goods pertaining to the person’s profession (weapons for a warrior, spindles and 




CHAPTER 2. THEORETICAL AND METHODOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS: THE BIO-
ARCHAEOLOGY OF CHILDREN 
2.1. Introduction 
The first known study of historical children was published by Philip Airés in 1960. Centuries of 
Childhood: A Social History of Family Life posited that childhood was a modern invention and 
that the concept of childhood was unknown in medieval Europe (Ariès 1962, Crawford and 
Lewis 2013). This work was largely based on figurative art, mostly paintings, from French medi-
eval society (Inglis and Halcrow 2018). Ariés’ thesis has largely been dismissed. Others have 
shown how ancient societies understood the concept of childhood and the differences between 
children and adults, but Aries failed to show when French medieval people stopped recognizing 
children as a separate category. The biggest takeaway from Aries is how he defined childhood 
as a cultural construct that varies between societies and across time (Inglis and Halcrow 2018, 
34-35). 
Contemporary researchers built on Ariés’ work. Stone claimed that the high rates of 
birth and infant mortality led to a kind of desensitization among medieval parents toward their 
offspring. In turn, these attitudes led a neglect of children and parenting strategies as well as 
acute emotional deprivation among medieval children (Stone 1977 cited in Lewis and Crawford 
2013, 8). Firestone disputed Aries’ claim by saying that the notion of “otherness” and the defin-
ing of a new category of being began to be applied to children in the seventeenth century. 
However, she claimed that this notion was only applicable to young boys while female children 
went “straight from swaddling to adult female dress”, which apparently meant being treated as 
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adults as well. This marks the first time that gender was brought into the discussion of the his-
toric treatment of children (Firestone 1970 cited in Lewis and Crawford 2013, 8). Later, Zelizer 
built upon Aries’ work by analyzing the economics of childrearing in the nineteenth century. 
She claimed that children were viewed as economic assets during the nineteenth century, but 
this view faded during the twentieth century, presumably when child labor laws negated some 
of the economic value of children (Zelizer 1985 cited in Inglis and Halcrow 2018, 35). 
During this time period, others were studying the biological and evolutionary benefits of 
humanity’s extended childhood. In 1998, Bogin put forth the claim that humans are the only 
species with a “childhood” period. He defined this period as a time when the offspring could 
theoretically fend for themselves but benefits from continued care by their parent(s), roughly 
corresponding with ages 5-6 years until the onset of puberty around 10-12 years of age. These 
benefits include a longer time period for brain development and for socialization. The low fertil-
ity rate of humans when combined with humanity’s tendency toward single offspring pregnan-
cies would typically lead to “low reproductive success”. However, the extended childhood pe-
riod may have helped lead to a higher rate of offspring survival than any other species (Bogin 
1998, Crawford and Lewis 2013). 
2.2. A Child is Born & Gender Archaeology 
In 1989, the Norwegian Archaeological Review published an article by Grete Lillehammer enti-
tled “A Child Is Born: The Child’s World in an Archaeological Perspective”. This article became 
the foundation for the archaeology of children and childhood. In this article, Lillehammer con-
ducted a review of Scandinavian archaeology to demonstrate how to look for and recognize 
26 
 
“the child’s world”. She emphasized that archaeology already had the necessary methods but 
needed to alter the questions and approach to the research. She advised focusing on the three 
main relationships a child would have: those with their environment, those with the adults of 
its social group (most importantly their parents), and those with other children. Lillehammer 
argues that these relationships define the child’s world (Lillehammer 1989, Schwartzman 2005). 
In her 2005 article, Schwartzman describes an analytical framework that has arisen since 
the publication of Lillehammer’s pivotal article. This framework is used not only in archaeology 
but also in cultural anthropology, sociology, and psychology. Schwartzman (2005: 125) outlined 
a series of assumptions that characterize the study of children and culture.  
1. Children are active participants in social settings and are influenced by a variety of 
experiences and identities including ancestry, class, gender, and age. 
2. Socialization is a process that is continuously being negotiated and interpreted be-
tween adults and children as well as between children and other children. 
3. Children will always be affected by the larger economic, social, and political forces 
that shape the local and global environments. 
4. Western ideas about childhood are not the only ideas about childhood and other so-
cieties have valid ideas about childhood. 
5. The researcher’s own experiences with childhood will influence how that researcher 
interprets the role of childhood in other cultures. 
6. Research of historic and prehistoric children is benefitted by working across the sub-
fields of anthropology and with other research disciplines. 
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None of this research would have been possible without the advances in gender archae-
ology. Gender archaeology grew out of the rising feminist movement in the 1970s. For too long, 
archaeology had been a field dominated by men who mostly assumed that adult men were the 
active agents of the past. When it came to archaeological data, adult men and their activities 
(or activities presumed to be done by adult men) were considered to be a “norm” while the ac-
tivities of women and children were thought to be either archaeologically invisible or not worth 
studying. This point may be best illustrated by Tom McNeil’s observation that upon a perusal of 
literature of medieval castles, one would assume that “two species dominated castle life, men 
and horses” despite both archaeological and historical evidence to the contrary (McNeil 1992 
cited in Crawford and Lewis 2013, 10). Gender archaeology sought to rectify this issue by seek-
ing out the place of women in the past. This could be done by not only physically finding the 
skeletal remains of women but also identifying spaces where women would have worked, lived, 
and socialized. As well as ‘finding’ women, gender archaeology sought to counter gender-based 
theories of human evolution such as the classic “man the hunter” model (Inglis and Halcrow 
2018). The first places women were ‘found’ was in domestic areas, partially because these were 
the areas women were expected to be found. One of the first things archaeologists of gender 
did was to identify roles that women would have occupied in the past. The most obvious roles 
women would have occupied is that of mother/birth-giver, due to biological determinism. This 
study of childbirth and parenting would have naturally led to a study of those children. Thus, 
the field of childhood archaeology was born. However, combining children’s studies with 
women’s studies runs the risk of the voices of children in the past becoming lost. 
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While the archaeology of children should be studied separately from gender archaeol-
ogy, the former can still learn from the mistakes of the later. Geller (2009, 70) warned that 
“Children are the new women” so scholars might avoid the mistakes made during the earlier 
days of gender archaeology. The biggest mistake, she argues, is to emphasize the visibility or 
invisibility of the research subject (either women or children) rather than focusing on the fluid 
nature of identity and how that identity is acquired and changes over a lifetime. 
Another important lesson to learn from gender archaeology is that childhood, like gen-
der, is a social construct. While there are biological aspects of the human experience that are 
relatively universal, the interpretation and social implication of these biological facts varies 
widely across space and time. While childhood could conceivably be biologically defined as the 
period between birth and puberty, this ignores the fact that not everyone experiences child-
hood the same way or even at all. Medieval kings, for instance, were never legally considered 
children. Other groups were never considered to be adults, regards of age or biological stage. 
Such groups may include slaves or those with mental disabilities. Even as late as the twentieth 
century in the United States, African American men were still being referred to as “boy” despite 
their age. 
2.3. The Agency of Children 
Early studies of children tended to assume that children were passive members of their socie-
ties. Inglis and Halcrow (2018, 51) describe children being viewed as “dependent beings, varia-
bles in the lives of adults”. More recent research has focused on the agency of children and 
29 
 
their ability to influence those around them and their environment. Hecht (1998) best exempli-
fies this approach in his ethnography of street children in Brazil. In his study, Hecht places the 
children and adolescents as the protagonists who manipulate the aid workers into providing 
them with food, clothing, and money. Instead of taking the view of the adult workers who think 
that the children are passive actors who need to be cared for or saved from the street, Hecht 
describes the children’s relationship with the aid workers as a “client” relationship that allows 
the children to get what they want and pursue their own desires. By framing their situation in 
this way, we are able to recognize the nearly unlimited agency they possess (Hecht 1998). This 
ethnography shows one way to limit one’s assumptions about children and to let the children 
speak for and define themselves. For the inescapable truth is that nearly all studies of children 
and childhood are conducted and interpreted by adults, who while they were once children, are 
no longer children and do not interpret the actions of children as children would. 
The agency of children can perhaps be best defined in the context of their relationships 
with others. A child’s relationship with their parents is perhaps the most obvious intersection of 
the two aspects of agency that Halcrow and Inglis (2018, 51-53) outline: freedom and efficacy. 
Freedom is quite simply physical autonomy, or the ability to go where one likes and do what 
one likes. Efficacy is the ability to have one’s needs and wants addressed and met. This gener-
ally requires more power and a higher social standing. In middle class households in the United 
States, children generally have efficacy but little freedom. Whereas in many non-Western socie-
ties, children have a high amount of freedom but little efficacy, as this is generally something 
that must be earned (Lancy 2012, Inglis and Halcrow 2018). Lancy, however, cautions against 
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the use of efficacy as a measure of the agency of children. He argues that agency may be ex-
pressed or granted differently in non-Western societies. Methods beyond asking for children’s 
thoughts and opinions, such as interviewing parents or observation, may be needed to truly de-
termine the extent of a child’s agency (Lancy 2012). 
Children must also navigate the process of socialization with both their parents and 
their peers. Socialization is the process by which children are indoctrinated into the social group 
and their role within the group. While the specific information transmitted during socialization 
will vary between groups and across time, socialization of some kind happens across all groups 
and is part of what makes us human (Baxter 2005). For a long time, socialization was viewed as 
a one-way street where adults would impart cultural knowledge to children who would then 
dutifully absorb and replicate this knowledge and therefore, society and culture would be pre-
served. Scholars of childhood studies have begun to acknowledge children’s agency within the 
process of socialization. While the transmission of knowledge may be one-sided, the application 
of that knowledge is a negotiation between two parties. These two parties need not be a par-
ent and child but may also happen among peers as each generation decides how they will inter-
act with the world and with each other (Baxter 2005). Both the changes and the continued as-
pects of a culture must be at least partially agreed upon for that culture to continue. In this 
way, culture both changes and perpetuates itself. 
 The agency of children may also be expressed through their economic contributions. 
Their work may be a direct aid to the family’s financial resources if the child works outside the 
home. As child labor laws are a recent invention, it was not historically uncommon for a child to 
work alongside adults doing the same or at least similar labor as their adult colleagues. Baxter 
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(2004) points out that child workers would likely have a shared material culture with the adults 
they were working with and would likely be “found” in spaces typically identified as adult only. 
 If the child was not working outside of the home, they were almost certainly working 
inside it, performing household chores, likely from a very young age. The amount of labor 
would have likely varied based upon a number of variables such as their parent’s subsistence 
strategy (with those living in agricultural societies with very high levels of work), the number of 
others participating in this work, and the beliefs and expectations about children. Lillehammer 
(1989: 94-95) cites a survey of six cultures of varying “complexity” (a loaded term not widely ac-
cepted today) that compared the types of chores children were expected to do. These activities 
include basic cleaning, collecting water, simple gardening, and tending of any domestic live-
stock, to name a few. These chores likely added to the overall economic productivity of the 
house by either completing tasks that would directly benefit the household (such as harvesting 
surplus from the garden to sell) or would free someone else in the household for more produc-
tive tasks (like fetching water so that the adults do not have to leave the fields). These eco-
nomic benefits would have also inclined parents to have more children than they might have 
otherwise. 
 While it may be the hardest to perceive archaeologically, one should not discount the 
political agency of children. Perhaps the most well known ancient Egyptian pharaoh ascended 
to the throne when he was a child. Tutankhamun (born Tutankhaten) was still a child when he 
changed his nation’s religious system from his father Akhenaten’s monotheistic worship of the 
Aten to the polytheistic system that had served Egypt for thousands of years. He also moved 
the nation’s capital city, all before his premature death at age 19. While some of this may be 
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due to the king’s advisors, other children have exercised political power. During the reign of the 
Third Reich in Germany during the Second World War, Hitler fought to recruit the youth of the 
country over to his ideology. The Hitler Youth program recruited children as young as 10 years 
old to join the Nazi party and serve as reserves in the German army. This organization was re-
nowned for its fanaticism and was one of the most successful youth organizations. 
2.4. A Primer in Childhood Theory 
The simplest definition of a child is a person who is younger than an adult. This definition fails 
to address when a person becomes or ceases to be a child or whether there are different stages 
of being a child. In the United States those younger than adults are typically divided into cate-
gories such as baby, toddler, child, and teenager, with 18 years of age being recognized both 
legally and socially as the age when adulthood is reached. Other cultures use a variety of terms 
to describe similar or overlapping age categories. Many attempts have been made to codify ter-
minology for these types of age groups, but none have been completely accepted across the 
field. 
One of the most popular terms commonly used by osteologists and archaeologists to 
describe anyone younger than an adult is “subadult”. This term is problematic because the pre-
fix sub- means below and promotes an uncomfortable hierarchy that places adults above 
younger individuals. Likewise, “non-adult” is sometimes used to describe this group but also is 
less than satisfactory. Non-adult only defines the group as being something other than adult ra-
ther than describing what they are. This structuring sets up a dualism that marks adult as a 
norm and anything else as deviant, which is not an accurate picture of the relationship between 
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children and adults (Halcrow and Tayles 2008). This thesis uses “juvenile” as a general term to 
describe those under roughly 18 years of age. This term is not as widely used in published pa-
pers and books as subadult or non-adult because some European bioarchaeologists to denote 
specific age groups either as Juvenile I or Juvenile II. This thesis does not use sources which 
used the term “juvenile” to denote specific age categories. Juvenile is a preferred term because 
it does not have the negative connotations that subadult or non-adult carry.  
I use the Bass system of age groups as this was the system used in one of my primary 
data sources. Under this system, fetus refers to remains of those who did not live past or until 
birth, infant refers to those aged from birth to one year, child refers to those aged one to 
eleven years, and adolescent refers to those aged between twelve and seventeen years (Bass 
1995 in Millaire 2002). Finally, there has been a trend among non-bioarchaeologists to refer to 
juveniles, especially young children, using the pronoun “it”. Whether because these remains 
cannot be sexed or because they are not viewed as fully human by those describing them, even 
academic writers have a tendency to refer to a young individual as “it”. In this thesis, those una-
ble to be sexed will be referred to by the pronoun of “they”, even for a singular individual. 
Until this point nearly all references to age have referred to chronological age, or the 
calendar time that has passed since someone’s birth. This is the age that one gives when asked 
how old they are. This type of age, while commonly used in the Western world, does not hold 
much meaning in societies and cultures that do not keep track of or value the day they were 
born. In societies like these, social age, or the age one was perceived to be by other members 
of the group may have been of higher importance. These groups may have rites of passage or 
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other symbols such as marriage or menarche that mark the transition from childhood to adult-
hood rather than a specific age. While these types of ages are beneficial in life, they cannot be 
determined from skeletal remains, which is oftentimes what bioarchaeologists rely upon to age 
an individual. The age determined from one’s skeleton is the known as the biological age. While 
the biological age is an estimate of a person’s chronological age at the time of their death, it 
can be influenced by factors during one’s life. A person who does a lot of physical labor 
throughout their life will have an older biological age than their chronological age. Likewise, a 
child who dies from malnutrition will likely have a younger biological age because juvenile re-
mains are aged based on the length of long bones and a malnourished person will likely be 
small and frail for their age. 
Most aging methods, especially for juveniles, were developed on modern Caucasian 
Americans and are likely not completely accurate when used on ancient populations. As mod-
ern Peruvians tend to be a few inches shorter than their American counterparts, it is safe to as-
sume that ancient Peruvians were also shorter. This means that typical aging methods may 
skew younger when used on the juveniles from the ancient Andes. It should also be noted that 
all these types of aging methods vary greatly between populations and across time (Perry 
2005). 
Perhaps the best example of the differences between these varying types of aging 
comes from a Byzantine cemetery in the Near East. This cemetery contained a high portion of 
juveniles aged between 7-15 years. This age is typically one of the healthiest and least repre-
sented in cemetery populations so the high number of individuals in this age group was unu-
sual. This peculiar circumstance was explained after an analysis of Byzantine legal codes. Under 
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Byzantine law, the acquisition of adulthood was associated with marriage for both men and 
women. The minimum age for marriage was 13 for girls and 15 for boys. Funerary inscriptions 
indicated that most people married a few years after reaching this age and married couples typ-
ically lived independently of their parents. Having children also signaled the new parents as 
more fully functioning members of society and would have been expected and encouraged. The 
need to establish independence as well as the strain of marriage and pregnancy at this age 
would have placed considerable biological strain on these young individuals, which would have 
led to higher mortality rates during this stressful period. If Western (chronological) age groups 
were applied to this cemetery population, these married, independent adults (per their social 
age) would be identified as juveniles. 
2.5. Defining Childhood 
Childhood can be conceived as a series of expectations and biases about how children should 
be treated and the types of experiences children should have before reaching adulthood. Craw-
ford and Lewis (2013: 7) define childhood as “the cultural ‘package’ of experiences, attitudes, 
perceptions, expectations and provisions which are specific to the immature human and which 
derive from the way in which [they are] considered different from the mature adult”. This pe-
riod is defined by a dependence on adults and socialization into their culture’s beliefs and prac-
tices. This dependence is partly due to young children’s inability to procure their own food, but 
also due to their underdeveloped dentition and growing brains that demand a higher percent-
age of their daily calorie intake. Bogin (1998: 10) argues that this care from parents is promoted 
young children’s continued infantile appearance: the large heads, small faces, and small faces 
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(essentially, children’s “cuteness” is an evolutionary advantage because it promotes prolonged 
parental care) (Bogin 1998, Lewis 2007). 
Childhood also allows for an extended period of socialization into the child’s social 
group. This is especially important for culturally specific roles that are viewed as inherent to 
certain identities. The best example of this is gender roles. As gender is a social construct, its 
expressions vary widely between groups and across time. While a child will eventually grow out 
of being a child, they will often be expected to perform their gender role for their entire life. So-
cialization into gender sometimes begins at (or before!) birth, based on the way the child is spo-
ken to, dressed, or played with (Baxter 2005). While childhood is often considered from a bio-
logical standpoint by most bioarchaeologists, it is also important to remember that a child must 
be provided with not only food, shelter, and warmth but also with play and language to fully 
develop into a productive member of society (Hanawalt 2002 cited in Lewis 2007, 5). 
Lewis makes the argument that childhood should be divided into developmental stages 
rather than age groups. Likely ancient societies would not view a person’s 18th birth as signifi-
cantly as those in the United States do but most children begin to stand around one year of age. 
Presumably the age of this developmental milestone would not fluctuate much between socie-
ties or across time. Dividing juveniles into developmental categories would solve some of the 
problems inherent in other age categories. Lewis cites the variation of definitions for “infant”. 
Infant has been used to refer to individuals aged between birth and up to five years of age. This 
wide spread of ages ignores the developmental differences between a newborn and a five-year-
old. Before one year of age, infants have very limited mobility and are able to express little 
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agency. They are also prone to disease and death, a chance which declines quickly after surviv-
ing one year and declines even further after the second year. By three years, the child is walking 
and talking, able to explore their environment, express likes and dislikes, and recognizing con-
cepts of gender. By five years the child is likely helping around the house with basic chores and 
possibly even contributing economically to their household. This increased mobility means the 
child is more prone to different types of diseases and injury. Puberty begins around age 10 in 
females and in many societies, menarche is a sign of adulthood and a girl’s readiness for mar-
riage and childbirth. Despite this, childbirth is rarely viewed as a cause of death for adolescents 
(Lewis 2007). Viewing juveniles through developmental stages allows for a more direct interpre-
tation of how juveniles would have interacted with their environment, other people, and their 
material culture. 
Some scholars have raised the question if childhood is a Western idea. Most research on 
the anthropology of childhood has been done by those raised with a Western childhood and are 
therefore inherently biased by Western notions about childhood. Most Western ideas about 
childhood (i.e., a period of dependence, child needing teaching and socialization) have been dis-
cussed above but other Western ideas about childhood include viewing children as non-violent 
and non-sexual. Depictions of children in sexual positions or committing violent acts tend to 
evoke highly emotional responses from Westerners (Deverenski 2000, Lewis 2007). However, in 
non-Western or non-modern societies children considerably more independence than Western 
children and are more dependent on their peer group than their parents to teach them about 
their culture. It is also not uncommon for children to be involved in activities that would be ta-
boo in Western society. Deverenski (2000) cites an example of two contrasting images. The first 
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is a picture featuring a child, roughly age 10, engaged in martial training with a firearm on a fir-
ing range. The second is of a child of approximately the same age playing with a toy gun in a do-
mestic setting. Both pictures are of modern children in modern settings. The first picture, when 
originally published, incited outrage and concern while the second was viewed as an everyday 
occurrence. She argues that the outrage was because the picture combines “child” with 
“weapon”, two concepts that do not go together in Western ideology. She uses this as a warn-
ing to disregard preconceived notions about what childhood is and the material culture with 
which children interact (Deverenski 2000). 
2.6. The Archaeology of Childhood 
Like most individuals, children are archaeologically visible in one of two ways. They can either 
manipulate their environment and objects within it or when they die, their remains may be in-
terred and discovered by archaeologists several hundred years later. 
2.6.1. Children and Space 
For many years, archaeologists assumed that children were unable manipulate their environ-
ment and even if they were, it would likely not be in a meaningful or archaeologically visible 
way. Children were thought to have a “distorting” effect on archaeological sites, picking up 
items from where they were initially deposited to play with and moving them to secondary lo-
cations. This idea was accepted by the field for many years (Baxter 2005). The article most fre-
quently cited for this middle- range theory was published in 1981 by Hammond and Hammond. 
In this article, Norman Hammond recorded how his toddler-aged son interacted with items in 
an abandoned lot. The boy moved items between various piles and distributed the materials in 
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a seemingly random manner (Hammond and Hammond 1981, Baxter 2005). The problem with 
this experimental method is that archaeologists do not generally excavate abandoned lots. 
Most archaeology is done on domestic contexts and children interact with domestic areas far 
differently than they interact with abandoned lots (Baxter 2005). 
Baxter describes children’s ranges of mobility around domestic structures as a series of 
concentric circles (Fig. 2.1). While this model is based on modern case studies, it may still prove 
useful in understanding the space children occupy. In the center of these circles is the child’s 
home, where they are expected to spend a portion of the day doing communal activities such 
as eating or sleeping. The innermost circle, immediately surrounding the house contains spaces 
where the child frequents habitually, likely every day. The parents would probably be able to 
see their child while in this area while remaining in the house. The next circle contains areas the 
child would frequent often, if not every day. The child may require parental permission to enter 
these areas but would likely receive this permission quickly. The final circle contains areas 
where the child would only go occasionally. The child would likely need both parental approval 
and the company of other children before entering these areas. These areas could serve as a 
guide for archaeologists on where to expect the highest concentrations of artifacts related to 
children. An exception to this is related to children’s tendency to create special places. Many 
children enjoy creating places special to them that are either unknown or unused by adults. 
Whether this be a fort, a treehouse, a clearing in the woods, or an abandoned shed, children 
tend to find spaces to claim for themselves. These special spaces may be marked by a large 
number of children’s artifacts in unexpected, secluded places. It should also be noted that the 
distribution of artifacts may be guided, though not necessarily dominated, by the child’s social 
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position (Baxter 2005). Boys may have a larger range of space available to them if girls are ex-
pected to stay closer to the home. Very young children will probably not be allowed to wander 
as far as older children. Social status, subsistence strategy, proximity of other children, and a 
wide variety of other cultural factors will also play a role in the ability that children have to navi-
gate the space around them. 
 




Range with Permission, entered 
frequently 
Range with Company, entered occasionally 
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2.6.2. Children and Work 
Children are likely to create or manipulate objects that will be archaeologically visible either 
through work or through play. Work likely started much earlier in prehistoric than it does in 
modern times. Many tasks, such as flint knapping or ceramics, would have required an ex-
tended period of learning and would have included some type of socialized learning, similar to 
an apprenticeship. This type of learning may have been a formalized apprenticeship or may 
have been as informal as children imitating the actions their parents or other adults were doing 
(Grimm 2000, Baxter 2005). The challenge is to identify the work of novices in the archaeologi-
cal record. 
It is easy to assume that the work of novices is represented by objects that are poorly 
made or perhaps by smaller objects. However, there are many reasons that objects may be 
poorly made. Objects made quickly or for short periods of use do not need to be made particu-
larly well. Grimm (2000: 65) suggests a suite of characteristics for identifying the work of nov-
ices. These characteristics include limited control over basic techniques, a lack of access to high 
quality raw resources, an inability to produce useful/functional items, and a tendency to work 
on the periphery of main workspaces. Her work was done on Paleolithic flint knapping sites but 
can be applied to other craft specialties (Grimm 2000). While some have argued that children 
were likely the makers of smaller objects such as half-sized ceramic pots and miniature arrow 
heads. This argument is generally made because children are smaller than adults and have 
smaller hands (Knight 2017). However, it ignores the fact that skillful miniature objects are of-
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ten much more difficult to make than full scale objects. Therefore, it is more likely that minia-
ture objects are the work of master craftsmen rather than novices. Novice work is more likely 
to be done at a full-scale size but done less skillfully. 
Baxter also suggests that the stages of cognitive and motor development that children 
go through should be taken into consideration when attempting to identify novice work. By 
adding stages of development to the criteria, archaeologists can better identify the types of er-
rors that are more likely to be committed by children (Baxter 2005). 
A thorough understanding of how tasks are accomplished and what success at that task 
looks like is also beneficial to understanding how children’s work differs from adult work. Bird & 
Bird describe the differential shellfish foraging patterns of juveniles and adults in the Torres Is-
lands. They found that while adults were skilled at gathering large amounts of the most high-
quality shellfish, children tended to gather a wider variety of lower-quality shellfish. The chil-
dren then tended to eat their catch and leave small middens of the leftover shells. These mid-
dens were distinct enough in composition of shells and location to be separately identified ar-
chaeologically. The authors state that “children are not always practicing to be good adults … 
but are predictably behaving in ways that efficiently solve immediate fitness-related trade-offs” 
(Bird and Bliege Bird 2000, Lewis 2007). They note that this failure to gather the highest quality 
of shellfish is not due to a lack of knowledge among the children but rather a trade-off between 
their need for calories and the difficulty of gathering high-quality shellfish. 
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2.6.3. Children and Play 
While there are few cultural universals, children’s need to play seems to be one of those. Chil-
dren from all cultures play, albeit in different ways. Even some types of play have been ob-
served among gorillas and other ape species (Langley and Litster 2018). Many types of play in-
volve material objects. These objects, depending on material, can be identified in the archaeo-
logical record. While these objects may take many forms and purposes, for simplicities sake all 
such objects will be described as “toys”. Toys are acquired by children in one of two ways. Toys 
are either given to children by adults or they are made/adapted by children. This is an im-
portant distinction because children and adults view toys very differently. 
Toys provided to children by adults, as a category of toys, are generally given with the 
intent to teach something. Dolls are provided to teach empathy, toy weapons to teach bravery, 
and so on. These toys are given to teach children culturally appropriate behaviors. Despite 
these intentions, children may still manipulate these toys on their own whims (Baxter 2005). 
Many girls may break or dismember their dolls and boys may turn their toy weapons on their 
friends or themselves. Additionally, toys made by adults may be well made or high quality. It is 
easy to forget that adults as well as children may make toys. These toys may be made at the 
same level as ritual or elite objects, and may be confused for ritual objects themselves (Langley 
and Litster 2018). 
Toys made or adapted by children can also be identified in the archaeological record. 
This category can include raw materials (e.g., sticks, stones, shells) molded by children’s creativ-
ity into toys. These types of toys are very difficult to identify archaeologically as they may only 
be used for a short period before being discarded. Another category of toys are objects that are 
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discarded by adults and repurposed by children as toys (Baxter 2005, Langley and Litster 2018). 
This can include ceramic sherds, broken stone blades, and discarded beads from a broken neck-
lace. Unusual wear patterns on such items may be the result of manipulation by children. 
A final concern is toys being confused as ritual objects. Both categories tend to serve as 
miscellaneous categories for artifacts that are difficult to classify. Langley and Litster argue that 
many toys have been incorrectly described as ritual objects. Figures may have been symbolic 
representations of deities or they may have dolls given to children. Amulets or other forms of 
adornment may have been forms of ritual protection, but this ritual protection was frequently 
extended to young children who were perceived as the most vulnerable members of society. 
Likewise, musical instruments and other noisemakers are frequently found in juvenile graves. 
While this may have some ceremonial meaning, it may be that small children enjoy noise mak-
ing toys (just check any modern toy aisle in the supermarket). Finally, collections of unusual ob-
jects can be interpreted as collections of ritual objects with unknown significance or it may have 
been a child’s collection. Many children enjoy collecting unusual objects. Quartz is shiny, ochre 
and chalk can be used to color one’s surroundings, and while corroded silver or copper may not 
have much value for adults, it may be a treasure to children. While this does not mean that 
every object interpreted as ritual is actually a toy, it does raise questions about the best way to 
interpret artifacts whose use is not immediately evident. 
2.6.4. Children and Death 
Perhaps the easiest way to interpret the position of juveniles within society is a careful exami-
nation of their skeletal remains. While human remains from individuals of all ages can be useful 
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for learning about the demography of past societies, juvenile remains are particularly helpful. 
Childhood is a period of near continuous change, both as the child ages biologically and as they 
are socialized into their group. The stage socialization may be determined from the juvenile’s 
placement in the cemetery. Infants are not always buried in cemeteries, either because they 
are viewed as not fully human, stained somehow by the birthing process, or even perhaps more 
sensational reasons such as infanticide or child abuse. Whatever the reason, a lack of infants 
within a cemetery reveals a lack of socialization into the group in general. Likewise, some ceme-
teries separate children from adults. This can be very convenient for the archaeologist ques-
tioning when adulthood began in specific cultures (Lewis 2007, 30-33). 
An understanding of trauma and pathology is very important for understanding what life 
what like for a society. Children are especially susceptible to disease and malnutrition and can 
be the first indicators of epidemics or periods of stress. However, a vast majority of my grave 
descriptions do not have any notes about pathology or trauma so I will not spend much time 
discussing the implications of health concerns on juvenile populations. 
Grave goods found with children can reveal much about juveniles’ position within soci-
ety. Although it is important to note that juveniles did not pick the grave goods that they would 
be buried with. Most juvenile deaths were likely unexpected so any thought put into grave 
goods would have happened either shortly before or immediately following the child’s death. 
As such, grave goods are far more likely to reflect the parents’ or other relations’ aspirations for 
or beliefs about the child rather than the child’s aspirations or beliefs. The main question ar-
chaeologists ask about this type of grave goods is whether they represent the earthly posses-
sions of the child or if they were a type of early inheritance. This early inheritance reflects the 
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items the child would have used had they lived into adulthood or would have needed in the af-
terlife (Baitzel 2017). Either way, the grave goods can reveal cultural attitudes toward the death 
of a child and the position of that child before they died. 
The presence or absence of gendered grave goods can help archaeologists to determine 
when gender begins to be applied to juveniles. Weapons, for example, are rarely found with in-
dividuals who have not reached puberty (roughly age 15) and are generally perceived as a 
marker of adulthood, especially for males (Perry 2005). 
The treatment of children’s remains can reveal deeper cultural attitudes toward chil-
dren as a whole. Large collections of perinatal remains or a suspiciously low number of perina-
tal remains in a cemetery can reveal a cultural tendency toward infanticide. Infanticide can be 
practiced for many reasons but is difficult to prove archaeologically without significant histori-
cal evidence. A definite case of infanticide was found underneath a Roman brothel in Ashkelon, 
Israel. The remains of over 100 neonates were discovered and aDNA testing revealed that a dis-
proportionate amount of these remains were male. The authors theorized that these were the 
illegitimate children of the brothel workers, who disposed of nearly all of their male children 
but may have raised some of the female children in their trade (Faerman, Bar-Gal et al. 1998). 
This is a rare case were historical data was not necessary to confirm a case of infanticide. 
Children may play important, though fatal, roles in ritual practice. Long known has been 
the ritualistic sacrifice of children among the Inka. They practiced capacocha, a ritual in which 
the emperor would demand a sacrifice of children from the nobles across his realm. The chil-
dren would be taken to the capital city before being led to ceremonial sites across the kingdom 
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where the children would be strangled or left to the elements (Ceruti 2015). This ritual certainly 
demonstrates the power of the Inka ruler, but it also demonstrates the ritual power and per-
haps the sacredness of children in Inka society. A more recently discovered and perhaps more 
remarkable example has been recently unearthed in the Moche Valley. Over 140 children and 
over 200 llamas were sacrificed in a single mass sacrifice event around AD 1450, during the 
Chimú occupation of the area. The juveniles are all aged between five and fourteen years of age 
and roughly 10 of the juveniles have cut marks suggesting their hearts may have been ex-
tracted. An in-depth archaeological interpretation is still coming but a preliminary interpreta-
tion suggests this event may have been connected with a period of heavy rainfall and flooding 
(Prieto, Verano et al. 2019). This sacrifice event also demonstrates the belief of the Chimú in 
the power of children to persuade the gods or in the power of their blood to appease them. 
2.7. Moche Children, a Research Problem 
This section should be a commentary upon the theories of childhood that have been used to 
interpret the position of children within Moche society. However, despite the wealth of de-
tailed information available about the Moche, almost nothing has been written about children. 
This lack of research is practically inexcusable considering the exceptionally good preservation 
of organic remains on the north coast of Peru. Children may be most visible in mortuary investi-
gations when their physical remains are found, but the children’s presence can be detected by 
those willing to search for it. This thesis will center on the mortuary treatment of children, but 
the questions asked of the data will comment on Moche society as a whole. The most basic 
question asked of the data is whether children were treated any differently in death than 
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adults. The answer to this question could reveal how children were treated in life and the Mo-
che perception of aging and age categories. If there are different age categories present, I theo-
rize older juveniles will be treated more similarly to adults than younger juveniles. This may 
present as more grave goods, specialized “adult” grave goods, or a higher level of energy ex-
penditure in funerary preparation. Grave goods may also reveal the gender of their owner. 
Some tasks are confined to specific genders so if the tools related to that task are interred with 
individuals, it is likely they performed that task and gender role. Historically speaking, Moche 
children probably contributed economically to their family households and communities. This 
fact may be visible through the types of grave goods interred with juvenile or through the en-
ergy expended on the juvenile’s grave. If the juvenile was an economic resource to their par-
ents, the parents may have been more likely to provide them with a more elite burial. The final 
question to be addressed is whether juveniles were able to meaningfully participate in Moche 
religion or politics (the two were clearly interconnected so I will not attempt to differentiate be-
tween them). If Moche juveniles were able to meaningfully participate, they would be found 
with religious artifacts or would perhaps be buried as elites. Evidence for child sacrifice could 
also indicate the importance of juveniles in religious practice. 
Table 2.2 Expectations of the Data 
Five Expectations of the Data 
1. Children were buried differently than adults. 
2. Graves of older juveniles will be more similar graves of 
adults. 
3. Gender will be evident through grave goods. 
4. Juveniles produce economic value 





CHAPTER 3. MOCHE JUVENILE GRAVE DESCRIPTIONS  
3.1. Materials and Methods 
This thesis examines the mortuary treatment of Moche children as seen through the analysis of 
grave data from the published literature. Moche studies and excavation projects have boomed 
since the discovery of the Lord of Sipán in 1987, and archaeologists have excavated and re-
ported on hundreds of human burials. Yet, no one has yet to investigate children graves, their 
patterns, locations, grave goods, symbolism, and bioarchaeology. Through a review of pub-
lished sources, I collect information for a total of 191 children burials. The dataset brings in-
sights into the burial treatment of children at 14 sites dispersed over 6 valleys of the north 
coast. My dataset comes from Millaire’s 2002 book Moche Burial Patterns, the Pacatnamú Pa-
pers (1997), and one technical report from the long-term project at Huacas de Moche (Tello 
2008). These select sources are not comprehensive of all Moche burials but were chosen be-
cause of the large number of burials described and their availability in English. All these sources 
were combed for descriptions of burials of juveniles. The juvenile burials are described below. 
Adult burials are described as they relate to the juveniles they are buried with or near. Burial 
position, orientation, encasing, and grave goods are noted when available. Not all descriptions 
are created equal and some burials are better described than others, but each is described to 
the fullest extent as provided by the original source. All analysis is based on written descriptions 
and is most like a literature review. No osteological remains or burials were physically examined 
by the author in the course of this research.  
 While the descriptions provided below are written in a way so they can be compared 
between sites, not every excavation project lends itself to this. Methods, research questions, 
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and goals vary widely. Most of the burials described below did not come from excavation pro-
jects intent on finding and describing burials. Some of these projects did not have bioarchaeolo-
gists to estimate age, sex, or pathology. This means that the age categories are broad, some 
older juveniles remain unsexed, and pathology is only recorded a few times. This thesis com-
piles all data available from these sites to critically access the mortuary treatment of Moche 
children. By studying burials and funerary contexts, I hope to better describe the role and treat-
ment of children in Moche society. 
3.2. Valley 
3.2.1. Sipán 
Sipán has some of the most spectacular Moche burials ever encountered. This site is located on 
the Reque River in the Lambayeque Valley. The burials at Sipán are located within a low mound 
off the main monument of Huaca Rajada. The mound was built in a series of platforms presum-
ably with the oldest burials located at the bottom of the platform mound. There were twelve 
tombs in the Santuario de Sipán with juveniles being found in tombs one, two, three, four, 
seven, and ten. 
The first juvenile was found in tomb three, a burial chamber with an older (45-55 years) 
man known as the Old Lord of Sipán. She was aged between 16-18 and found in an extended 
position, face down, with her head to the east. She had no grave goods, coffins, or wrapping. 
Millaire considers her to be the burial retainer of the Old Lord of Sipán (Millaire 2002, 46). Alva 
and Donnan thoroughly describe the principal individual of this tomb but barely mention the 
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juvenile remains outside of the facts stated above and do not speculate on the relationship be-
tween the two (1993, 215). 
Two other juveniles were found in “Tumba Cuarta” (Tomb four). One was male and one 
was female, but both were adolescent (12-17 years). The male was associated with shell and 
metal artefacts. The female had no associated grave goods but was wrapped in a simple 
shroud. When the juveniles and the adult male found with them were found, all three had 
joined hands while holding Spondylus shell. Walter Alva suggests that these three individuals 
were burial retainers for a fourth individual who was removed during a re-opening event some-
time in prehistory. This theory is seemingly supported by the remains of copper miniatures and 
a headdress in the bottom of the tomb. 
Tomb 7 contained two juveniles in a square burial chamber. Both were in cane coffins. 
The male was missing both of his feet, which had been replaced with copper objects. Two 
bracelets and a headdress were also found near this individual. The female adolescent also had 
a headdress as well as a necklace. Also in the tomb were two decapitated llamas and multiple 
ceramic vessels, though not associated with either individual specifically. 
 By far the most elaborate burial chamber was tomb one, the burial of the “Warrior 
Priest”. Four juveniles were associated with the primary individual, a man aged 25-45 years. 
One of these juveniles was a child of roughly ten years of age. This child was found seated with 
their back against the southwest wall of the chamber and legs extended in front of their body. 
This child was placed near the head of the primary individual. There were no grave goods or 
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coffin associated with this individual. The other three juveniles were adolescent females in-
terred in cane coffins who had all likely been dead for some time before internment. One of 
these young women was buried with a copper headdress and was placed to the north of the 
primary individual. The remains of the other two young women were more disarticulated and 
their cane coffins were stacked on top of each other to the south of the primary individual. 
 Tomb two dates to one of last phases of construction and was known as the tomb of the 
“Priest”. This tomb contained the remains of five individuals. The primary individual was aged 
between 35-45 years and was buried with an extensive amount of elite grave goods such as 
copper, beaded objects, Spondylus shell, and other items of personal adornment. Two juveniles 
and two adults were buried with the “Priest”. The first juvenile was an adolescent male interred 
in a cane coffin. A fragment of a headdress was found on his chest. The other juvenile was a 
child aged 8-10 years. The child was buried in a cane coffin containing the remains dressed in an 
elaborate headdress, multiple gourd containers, one ceramic vessel, and the skeletal remains of 
a snake and a dog. 
 The final juvenile at Sipán was the primary individual of tomb ten. This tomb was a rec-
tangular burial chamber with niches along the wall. The adolescent male was interned within a 
cane coffin. The tomb also contained copper, Spondylus, multiple ceramic vessels and masks, as 




3.3. Jequetepeque Valley 
The Jequetepeque Valley contains four sites to be analyzed for juvenile burial patterns: Pacat-
namú, San José de Moro, Dos Cabezas, and Cerro La Mina. These sites represent 94 juvenile 
burials or almost half of my sample. The majority of these (74) come from Pacatnamú. 
3.3.1. Pacatnamú 
Pacatnamú is a large site at the mouth of the Jequetepeque River at the Pacific Ocean. The site 
was in use from the Middle Moche to the Transitional Period and has the largest number of 
graves (roughly 200) from one site described by Millaire. Most of the burials documented are 
from this area but a few (burials 71-81) were found in other parts of the site, either in houses or 
refuse pits. The first 30 juvenile graves (Burials 1-81) described were excavated by Donnan and 
Cock will be referred to by their original names which are Burial __ (Number). The other graves 
were excavated by Hecker and Hecker, a German archaeologist couple. The graves excavated 
by them will be referred to by the numbers Millaire used in his book (Millaire 2002). 
Burial 1 was badly disturbed and comprised most of the torso, lower left arm, and lower 
legs. The young male, aged 16-18 years, was found in a cane frame with two textiles. One was a 
shroud around the body and the other was a loincloth around the middle of the body. Yarn was 
found wrapped around the left hand. 
Burial 3 was a male aged 15-17 years who had been in poor health as a young child and 
likely had an infectious disease at time of death. This burial was undisturbed and without 
shroud or cane coffin although there was a textile around the feet and pelvis. 
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Burial 8 belonged to an infant aged approximately 8 months at time of death. While be-
ing prepared for burial, the infant had a copper needle placed in their mouth and a necklace of 
three shell beads placed around the neck. After this, unspun cotton was placed around the 
face. The head was then wrapped in a shirt. The whole body was wrapped in an inner shroud 
with the excess bunched around the side and head. Two more shrouds were then wrapped 
around the body to create a bundle. After the final shroud was wrapped, a gourd bowl was 
place upside down over the face. 
Burial 15 was prepared in a similar fashion to Burial 8. The main difference was that Bur-
ial 15 was buried in a reinforced splint rather than a simple shroud. Burial 15 was an infant aged 
roughly 6 months at time of death. In preparation for burial, a copper object was placed in the 
infant’s mouth and then then the body was wrapped in three shrouds. Also found with the 
body were two gourd vessels. The first burial contained legumes and the second vessel con-
tained two other textiles. 
Burial 16 was aged between four and five years and buried in a reinforced splint. This 
child was wrapped in two shrouds with unspun cotton in between the two shrouds. There was 
also unspun cotton between the body and the inner shroud. A cloth was also wrapped around 
the head and face and chunks of copper were placed in each hand. The final textiles were used 
to hold the cane in place for the splint. 
Burial 17 was a child aged approximately 2 years. In preparation for burial, two pieces of 
copper were placed in the mouth. A textile and unspun cotton were wrapped around a ceramic 
sherd and placed in the right hand. The individual was dressed in a shirt and yarn was wrapped 
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around both hands and feet as well as the left calf. The body was then placed on unspun cotton 
which was on top of a cane frame. The cane frame, unspun cotton, and body were then 
wrapped and sewn into two shrouds. This bundle was then wrapped in a cane tube and tied 
closed with cords. Seven vessels were also found with the body. The one ceramic vessel was 
burned with organic residue at the bottom. The other six vessels were gourd and several con-
tained corncobs. 
Burial 26 was that of a young child aged between one and two years. This burial was 
heavily disturbed and contained only foot bones and fragmented bones from one leg. The re-
maining bones were found in what was presumed to be a reinforced splint. Also found with this 
burial were five gourd vessels, one of which had 29 beans (Phaseolus vulgaris) remaining 
within. Unspun cotton was found around the feet and one foot had yarn wrapped around it. 
Burial 27 was interred in a shroud in a reinforced splint and contained fetal remains. The 
remains were prepared by placing a piece of copper in the right hand, which was then wrapped 
in yarn. These remains were accompanied by a whole gourd. 
Burial 32 contained the remains of an infant aged 0-6 months. The infant was wrapped 
in a shirt and had folded copper sheets in each hand and a piece of copper in the mouth. 
Unspun cotton was placed over the face before the head was wrapped in a thin cloth before 
being placed in the splint. 
Burial 33 belonged to a child aged approximately 18 months. A strip of copper was bro-
ken and placed in the mouth and left hand. Both hands were wrapped with yarn and the body 
was wrapped in a shroud. One ceramic vessel was found near the remains and had 3 corncobs 
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within. Nine gourd vessels were also found near the remains, with 4 containing organic re-
mains, likely burial offerings. 
Burial 35 belonged to a young male aged 15-17. This burial was both disturbed and 
badly decomposed making the determination of the burial container impossible. The body was 
found near two ceramic vessels and 4 gourd vessels, all of which were placed on the remains 
except for the fourth gourd vessel. 
Burial 36 was badly disturbed and contained only the head and shoulders of a young 
child aged roughly 18 months. The only grave goods found with this individual were a piece of 
copper in the mouth and the gourd vessel and textile which helped to form the cane tube in 
which the individual was buried. 
Burial 37 belonged to a child aged 4-5 years. This child was found with 2 ceramic vessels 
and 15 gourd vessels. Pacae (Inga Feuillei) pods were found among the vessels and folded cop-
per sheets were found in the mouth and both hands. Faint textile impressions may indicate that 
the copper was wrapped in textile before being placed in the hands or mouth, but any textiles 
had completely decomposed before excavation. 
Burial 39 was the disturbed grave of a child aged between one and one and half years. 
The only elements remaining were that of the cranium, a few vertebrae, a few ribs and the right 
humerus. The child had a piece of copper in their mouth and three gourd vessels, one of which 
was placed over the head. 
Burial 40 belonged to child aged between 3.5 and 4 years. This burial had a variety of 
grave goods. A single burned ceramic vessel and six gourd vessels were found near the body 
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and copper was found in the mouth and both hands. Both hands were also wrapped with yarn 
and the copper in the left hand was wrapped in a textile. The more unique grave goods were a 
ceramic figurine, a shell bead and four red stone pendants. 
Burial 45 was a double internment of an infant aged six months with an adult woman 
aged between 25-35 years. The woman was placed in an extended position in a cane tube with 
the infant being placed in an extended position on the woman’s right leg. The infant had a tex-
tile wrapped around their skull and yarn wrapped around the left wrist, right ankle, and the 
mouth. A variety of grave goods were found in this grave but were assumed to belong to the 
adult woman rather than the infant unless in direct association (textiles mentioned earlier). For 
a more complete description of the grave goods found with this grave (see Donnan and McClel-
land 1997). 
Burial 48 was the disturbed grave of a child aged approximately 18 months. A ceramic 
vessel and the impression of two gourd vessels (one of which was placed over the head) were 
found near the body. Copper was found in the mouth and next to the right shoulder. A llama 
vertebra was also found on the right side of the skull. A textile was found wrapped around the 
head but may have been wrapped around the rest of the body before the grave was disturbed. 
Burial 52 was very badly disturbed and contained remains of an infant estimated to be 
approximately one year old. The only grave goods found were a broken painted ceramic vessel 
and three gourd vessels. 
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Burial 56 belonged to an infant aged roughly six months. The remains were found with 
two ceramic vessels and copper was found in the mouth and right hand. The copper in the right 
hand was also wrapped in unspun cotton. 
Burial 59 was that of a child aged 2-2.5 years whose bones were intermingled with those 
of a man aged 35-40 years. Both remains were disturbed and incomplete and were found with 
two ceramic vessels. 
Burial 62 was an infant of roughly six months of age who was contemporaneously in-
terred with an adult male and an adult female. The group was buried with four ceramic vessels 
and ten gourd vessels. The group was also placed on top of a llama skeleton and llama dung. 
More vessels were associated with the adult male and several personal items were associated 
with both adults. The infant had copper in both hands and the mouth. The infant also had a 
necklace with pendants shaped like a war club and nose ornaments, shell beads, a crab claw, 
and a turquoise bead. 
Burial 63 belonged to a child aged between 3-3.5 years. The body was prepared by plac-
ing a piece of copper in the mouth, tying yarn around the wrist, placing unspun cotton on the 
face, and wrapping the head with a textile. The body was then wrapped in two textiles and 
canes were wrapped around the bundle to make a reinforced splint. After these preparations, a 
simple twined mat was placed over the bundle and grave goods. These grave goods included 
two ceramic vessels, 3 gourds, knotted yarn, and a beaded necklace. The necklace included 
shell and stone beads and shell pendants, one of which was inlaid. 
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Burial 68 contained an infant aged approximately nine months. Unlike the previously de-
scribed graves from Pacatnamú, this individual was found under a domestic floor rather than in 
the cemetery. The infant had traces of yarn wrapped both wrists as well as the remains of 
bracelets on both wrists. These bracelets contain beads of shell, Spondylus, and mother of 
pearl. 
The burial pit for Burial 69 was dug through a floor layer and a layer of trash. Burial 69 
belonged to an infant aged approximately one year. The infant was wrapped in a shroud and 
had traces of yarn around both wrists. There were also beads around the neck, head, and both 
wrists, indicating the presence of a possible necklace, bracelets or other personal adornments. 
These beads were made of Spondylus, gourd, and mother of pearl as well as four whole shells 
(Olivella) that were used as pendants. 
Burial 70 was an infant aged between 1-1.5 years. This burial contained no grave goods 
other that the textile in which the infant was wrapped. This burial was found in “slightly com-
pacted sand containing cultural refuse” (Donnan and McClelland 1997, 163). 
Burials 71 and 72 were found in close proximity and while they may not be necessarily 
related to one another, but they will be discussed together. Burial 72 may have been interred 
before Burial 71. Burial 71 was that of a child aged between four and five years. This child was 
found with two ceramic vessels, ten gourd vessels, and a textile. This child also had four disk-
shaped beads made of Spondylus, one at each wrist and two at the neck. Burial 72 contained a 
child aged between 1.5-2 years who had been prepared for burial by placing unspun cotton 
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near the head and then covering the head with a textile. The body was then wrapped in three 
shrouds and sewn closed. No other burial goods were associated with Burial 72. 
Burial 77 was an infant aged at less than six months doubly interred with Burial 76, an 
adult female aged between 19 and 22 years. The infant was placed in between the knees of the 
young woman with the head towards the adult’s feet. The infant was wrapped in a shroud but 
had no other burial goods. It is possible that Burials 76 and 77 represent a mother and infant 
who both died during a difficult birth. 
Burial 78 represents a juvenile aged 11-13 years and was found among refuse. This juve-
nile had no grave goods other than the shroud in which they were wrapped. 
Burial 81 was an infant aged approximately six months who was found under a floor. 
This burial was disturbed and missing their lower legs. The infant had a bit of woven mat at-
tached to the skull and one textile wrapped around the head. A second textile was wrapped 
around the body to form a burial shroud. 
G27.1-27.3 represent a collective grave with two children aged between one and eleven 
years and one infant aged less than one year. One of the children was buried with a ceramic 
vessel dating to the Transitional Period. No other grave goods were mentioned. 
G35.1 contained a juvenile aged 12-17 years in a cane coffin. Inside the coffin was one 
ceramic vessel, llama bones, a net sinker, and a spindle whorl. 
G36.1 was a looted burial belonging to a child between the ages of 1-11 years. The re-
maining grave goods included gourd containers and fragments of textiles. 
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G38.1 belonged to a child aged 1-11 years and contained three complete ceramic ves-
sels, one partial ceramic vessel, and a few llama bones. The child had probably been interred in 
a cane coffin covered in clay, but the coffin had been badly decayed. 
G40.2 was a child aged 1-11 years who was buried with an adult of indeterminable sex. 
Both were wrapped in simple shrouds. The child was buried with a ceramic vessel and multiple 
llama bones. 
G50 was also a double interment with a child aged 1-11 years and an adult male. The 
grave was looted but still contained multiple textiles, several gourd vessels, two ceramic ves-
sels, and a unique necklace. 
G51.2 contained a child aged 1-11 years buried in a single, large cane coffin with an 
adult. Within the coffin was a necklace, gourd vessels, a reed basket, and several textiles. Near 
the grave was also found a net sinker, a spindle filled with thread, two spindle whorls, and nine 
complete gourds. 
G58 belonged to a child aged 1-11 years. This child was buried with shell and copper ob-
jects, several beads, and two textiles. 
G66.2 was an infant buried near an adult buried in a cane coffin. The infant was buried under a 
large gourd vessel. Also found in the grave were three ceramic vessels, a few beads, a (weav-
ing?) stick, chalk, a copper spindle whorl, and a basket containing textiles, copper needle and 




G67 contained a child aged 1-11 years. This child was buried with a large textile, a cop-
per needle, multiple balls of thread, four spindles, a comb, and a single ceramic vessel.  
Graves G85 and G86 were multiple burials in boot shaped chambers. Grave G85 con-
tained at least thirteen individuals with two of these being juveniles. The first was a child aged 
between 1-11 years and was found with two other adults. All three individuals were disarticu-
lated and found near the entrance to the tomb. Hecker and Hecker, the archaeologists who ex-
cavate this tomb, believe that these individuals were burial retainers but Millaire (2002, 57) 
claims that these three were the original occupants of the tomb and their bones were pushed 
to the side once room was needed for other interments. The other juvenile was described as a 
young child and was probably aged between 1-6 years. This child was buried in a shroud and 
placed on top of another coffin. Several of the adults had personal grave goods but none (be-
sides the shroud) were noted for either juvenile. Butchered llama bones, several gourd contain-
ers, and fifty-nine ceramic vessels could not be traced to any specific individual so will be 
counted as collective grave goods. 
Grave G86 was structured similarly to Grave G85 other than the fact that Grave 86 had 
been looted before excavation. Grave 86 contained six individuals, 2 of whom were juveniles. 
Both juveniles were aged between 1-11 years and were disarticulated. Also within the tomb 




G89 was the looted burial of a child aged 1-11 years. This child was buried in a shroud 
and was buried with ceramic and stone beads, gourd containers, feathers, and a spindle with 
thread. 
 G91 contained a child aged 1-11 years who was buried in a shroud. A variety of grave 
goods were found with this child, including shell and stone beads, cotton thread, unspun cot-
ton, and a “hand” made of reed covered with fabric. The child was also buried with multiple 
textiles including a cotton bag containing a fragment of Spondylus shell. 
G92 belonged to a child aged 1-11 years. This child was buried in a shroud and frag-
ments of textile and small copper artifacts. 
G93 contained the looted burial of a child aged 1-6 years. It included a ceramic vessel, 
woolen yarn, and “hand” similar to the one described with G91. 
G94 was the grave of a child aged 1-11 years who was buried in a shroud. This child was 
associated with several gourd containers, ceramic vessels (one which had charred maize ker-
nels), and textiles with organic material. 
G98 contained a child wrapped in three layers of textiles including an adult sized shirt. 
This child was buried with an elaborate necklace and bracelets with over 200 beads. Other 




G99 belonged to a child aged 1-11 years buried in a shroud. This child was buried with 
fragments of a fishing net, a spindle with thread, multiple gourd containers, several textiles, 
and the skeleton of an unidentified mammal. 
G101 contained the remains of a child enclosed in three layers of textiles. Other textiles 
were included with the child as well as a child-sized shirt, shell beads, a small copper object, 
multiple gourd vessels, and a single ceramic vessel. 
G104 contained a young child (estimated to be aged 1-6 years). This child was found 
wrapped in a gauze shroud secured with bands of textile. 
G106 contained the remains of a child wrapped in three layers of textiles. Near this child 
was also found a fragment of a necklace, two textiles, and an adult-sized shirt. 
G107 contained a child buried in a shroud. Five gourd vessels, a single ceramic vessel, a 
few copper artifacts, and a necklace. 
G108 was the skeleton of a child buried on their back in a crouched position. This burial 
contained two gourd vessels, a sample of textile, and a mummified dog covered in a textile. 
G111 belong to a child buried with a parrot wrapped in a textile, a reed basket, and a 
single textile. 
G114 and G115 were virtually identical as each contained a child wrapped in a shroud 
with no grave goods. 
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G116 was a burial containing three individuals, one child and two adults. The child was 
wrapped in multiple layers of textile and was found near a child-sized shirt and a single pen-
dant. 
G118 belonged to the remains of a child buried in an unusual position. This child was 
buried in a crouched and face down position. Also found with this burial were two net sinkers, 
multiple textiles, and some organic material. 
G119 contained a child wrapped in two textiles. Four gourd vessels, two ceramic vessels, 
a ceramic figurine, and a fragment of a necklace were also found with this burial. 
G122 contained the remains of a child. This child was buried with gourd vessels, a ce-
ramic vessel, a fragmented necklace, and a reed mat. 
G129 contained the remains of a child wrapped in a shroud. This child had had a large 
number of grave goods including multiple textiles, a ceramic vessel and figurine, copper arti-
facts, fragments of multiple artifacts, pieces of fishing net, and five decorated spindles with 
thread. 
G130 also contained the remains of a child wrapped in a shroud. This child was buried 
with pieces of gourd vessels, several textiles, and five wooden spindles. 
G132 contained the remains of child wrapped in layers of textiles. This grave contained 
pieces of copper and one gourd vessel. 




G136 contained the remains of a child buried in a shroud. Found near these remains 
were a gourd vessel, a ceramic vessel, embroidered textiles, maize kernels, and pieces of fishing 
nets and rope. 
G138 contained the remains of a child buried near the façade of the huaca itself. These 
remains were associated with multiple textiles (including a textile bag), three ceramic vessels, 
three spindles, and one spindle whorl. 
G141 contained the remains of a child wrapped in a shroud with no associated grave 
goods.  
3.3.2. San José de Moro 
San José de Moro is located further inland than Pacatnamú. Most of the graves from this site 
were found near the foot of Huaca la Capilla, the major feature of this site. Graves from this site 
dated between the Middle Moche and Transitional Periods. 
G210 was a boot-shaped chamber containing the remains of three individuals; a child, 
an adult male, and an adolescent female. The child was found in an extended position on a bed 
of shell beads. On each of the child’s arms, a Spondylus shell was placed upside down. The ado-
lescent female was interred on her side. In the grave, llama bones and seventeen ceramic ves-
sels were found as communal grave goods. 
G211 contained the remains of two individuals. The first was a child associated 44 con-
tainers and two complete llama skeletons. 
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The primary individual from G214 is believed to represent the “Priestess of the Sacrifice 
Ceremony”. This woman was believed to have been a priestess, specifically, the priestess repre-
sented in depictions of the Sacrifice Ceremony holding a cup of blood from a human sacrifice. A 
cup was found in this burial, indicating that the Sacrifice Ceremony may have been an actual 
event rather than an artistic theme. Four burial retainers were found with this individual. Two 
of these were adolescent females. These juveniles did not have any grave goods associated 
with them although there were extensive grave goods within this tomb. 
G216 had a similar organization to G214. The main difference was that there was no cup 
associated with G216 and all the individuals associated were juveniles. The principal individual 
for this grave was a child aged 5-7 years buried in a cane coffin. A Spondylus shell was found on 
each arm of this child. Two young adult females (aged 12-17 years) were found at the feet of 
this child, serving as burial retainers. Found in this grave were a plethora of grave goods includ-
ing 47 full sized ceramic vessels, 1680 miniature ceramic vessels, 7 ceramic models of buildings, 
miniature copper artifacts, two complete llama skeletons, and fragments of a copper headdress 
and necklaces. Also associated with this grave were four children aged six to nine years in the 
burial shaft, all buried in unusual positions. No clarification was given as to what types of posi-
tions were considered unusual. 
G240 contained the remains of two adult women and a child. No other information was 
provided. 
G241 contained the remains of child buried in a simple shroud. 
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3.3.3. Huaca Dos Cabezas 
Huaca Dos Cabezas is located near the mouth of the Jequetepeque River on the southern bank. 
The burials described below all come from one of three elaborate tombs. While these tombs 
contain ceramics in the Early Moche style, this site more likely dates to the Middle to Late Mo-
che time period. 
Tomb 1 was a chamber containing the remains of two individuals. The remains identi-
fied as the principal individual belong to a male aged 18-22 years. At this individual’s feet were 
the remains of an adolescent girl laying on her side. Near this tomb was an interesting feature 
described as a “miniature tomb”. This small chamber contained a llama skull and a small copper 
statue. 
Tomb 2 contained the remains of three individuals. The principal individual was a young 
adult male aged between 18-22 years. Two juvenile burial retainers were found with this indi-
vidual. The first was a skeleton determined to be that of an adolescent male. This adolescent 
was buried in a simple shroud and found underneath the principal individual. Also found in this 
grave were the remains of an adolescent female buried face down. A miniature tomb was also 
found near this grave. This smaller tomb had a llama skull and copper statuette along with min-
iature headdresses, clubs, and shields and a few ceramic vessels. 
Tomb 3 was similar to Tombs 1 and 2. The principal individual was also a young male 
aged to be 18-22 years. One child was found placed against the legs of the primary individual. A 
miniature grave was also found with this grave with a llama skull and copper statuette. 
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3.3.4. Cerro la Mina 
One grave has been documented at Cerro la Mina. While it has been published on, extensive 
looting at the site has limited the research that can be done. This grave contained the remains 
of five individuals and ceramics dated to the Early Moche period. Two of these individuals in-
clude a child and a male adolescent. Millaire reports that at least four of the five individuals are 
thought to be burial retainers but is unable to provide more specific information (Millaire 2002, 
70). 
3.4. Chicama Valley 
While the Chicama valley has several Moche sites, not many have been well studied in modern 
times. These sites also have cemeteries and Moche graves but only the grave at El Brujo have 
been described well enough to be included in this review. 
3.4.1. El Brujo 
El Brujo contains two large platforms, Huaca Cortada (also known as Huaca El Brujo) and Huaca 
Cao Viejo (also known as Huaca Blanca). All the juvenile burials are from two different tombs 
from Huaca Cao Viejo. 
 Tomb 1 was a large adobe brick structure that had been reentered in Moche times. 
When the grave was reentered, the remains of the original occupants of the tomb were strewn 
about the chamber along with the original grave goods. The ten original occupants were moved 
to make room for two new burials. The juveniles were part of the original occupants and likely 
served as burial retainers. These juveniles are an adolescent male and two children. Due to the 
nature of this burial, these juveniles could not be connected with any individual grave goods. 
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 Tomb 2 was also a large adobe brick structure that had been re-entered in Moche times. 
The tomb originally contained a minimum of thirteen individuals. Upon reentering, some bones 
from these individuals were removed while others were left behind. Two new individuals were 
left behind. One child was found among the original burial retainers. 
3.5. Moche Valley 
The Moche Valley is believed to be the heartland of the Moche culture. Huacas de Moche is 
considered to be the capital of the Moche culture and has the highest number of burials from 
this valley. Other sites in this valley include Huanchaco and Galindo. 
3.5.1. Huanchaco 
Huanchaco is somewhat north of the Moche River and located on the coast of the Pacific 
Ocean. Two main excavations were conducted at this site and fortunately both focused on bur-
ial patterns. 
 G261 was a rectangular stone-lined chamber. This chamber had a roof of woven canes 
covered with clay. Inside the chamber was a child buried face down. Also found inside the grave 
were ceramic vessels, copper artifacts, and a complete llama skeleton. 
 G262 was also a rectangular chamber line with stones. This chamber had the remains of 
two individuals. The first belonged to an adult woman buried with a single spindle whorl. The 
second set of remains belonged to a child wrapped in a mat and a textile. Also found with this 
child was a cotton string attached to a thread of human hair. 
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 G267 was burial chamber containing the remains of a child wrapped in a mat. With this 
individual were fourteen ceramic vessels, including two portrait vessels of young men. 
 G271 was a double burial containing the remains of two individuals, an elderly adult 
male and a young adult female (aged 12-17 years). The juvenile was buried in a shroud and 
found to the east of the elderly male. Found with these two were ceramic and pyro-engraved 
gourd vessels. 
 G272 was a double burial containing an infant and an adult male. The infant was buried 
under a ceramic bowl and the adult had a gourd vessel over his face. 
 G273 contained the remains of a child buried with a single ceramic jar. 
 G275 contained the remains of an adolescent aged 12-17 years wrapped in a textile and 
a woven mat. Also found near this burial were three ceramic vessels, a ceramic vessel, and rem-
nants of a gourd vessel. 
 G279 contained the remains of a child buried with a ceramic vessel and three whistles 
depicting women holding threads. 
 G284 contained the remains of a younger child (presumed to be aged 1-6 years) 
wrapped in a textile and placed in a ceramic vessel. 
 G285 contained the remains of an adult female found with fetal bones in her pelvic 
area. This set of remains may represent a woman who died while pregnant, but the fetal re-
mains will be included in this sample. 
72 
 
 G286 contained the remains of four individuals in and around a rectangular burial cham-
ber. The principal individual was an adult male with a human fetus on either side of him. The 
slightly disarticulated remains of an adult woman were found outside of the tomb. Also found 
with these individuals were ten ceramic vessels, shell beads, copper objects, assorted animal 
bones, and three human hands. 
 G288 contained the remains of three individuals buried under a clay floor. These individ-
uals were likely buried during a single event. The first was an older adult male wrapped in a 
reed mat. The second was a child that may have been wrapped in a reed mat. These remains 
were associated with a single ceramic vessel, fragments of textiles, and small copper artifacts. 
The third individual was an infant wrapped in a shroud and found near three copper objects. 
3.5.2. Galindo 
For a long time, Galindo was believed to be the major Moche center in the Moche valley after 
the fall of Huacas de Moche. New dating reveals that Huacas de Moche was occupied longer 
than previously thought so it is more likely that Galindo was contemporaneous with Huacas de 
Moche during the Middle and Late Moche periods. Four juvenile graves were found at Galindo.  
The first juvenile burial (G290) found at Galindo was a double internment in a bench in a 
residential structure. The first individual was an adult male buried in an extended position and 
wrapped in a shroud. Copper objects were placed near his head and feet. Also found at his feet 
was a child buried in a tightly flexed position wrapped in a shroud. 
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G293 contained the remains of a child buried in a pit cut into the floor of a domestic 
storage room. This child was buried on their side in a slightly flexed position. Copper artifacts 
were found near the head and feet. 
G294 and G295 each contained the remains of child wrapped in a shroud buried in a 
flexed position within a bench. 
3.5.3. Huacas de Moche 
Huacas de Moche is believed to be the ceremonial center for the Moche. The site is marked by 
two large ceremonial mounds, Huaca del Sol and Huaca de la Luna. A residential area has been 
found in between these areas with cemeteries on the peripheries. The site is also bounded by 
the Cerro Blanco to the east. Graves have been found at all these locations. 
 G307 was found in the façade of the Huaca del Sol and contained the remains of an ado-
lescent male buried in an extended position. These remains were wrapped in layers of textiles 
and mats and was buried with a large necklace, a piece of lime, and two ceramic vessels. 
 G313 contained the remains of a child buried with no grave goods. 
 G315 contained the remains of a child buried in an extended position. This child was 
wearing a necklace and was buried with ceramic vessels and figurines, musical instruments, the 
skeleton of a guinea pig, and llama bones. 
 G316 contained the remains of an infant buried with a single ceramic vessel. 
 G330 was found within Architectural Compound 5 contained the remains of a child bur-
ied with a single ceramic vessel. 
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 G334 contained the remains of a child buried in a simple pit but no further information 
was available. 
 G336 was found in Architectural Compound 6 and contained the remains of a child with 
no diagnostic material. This burial is believed to date to the Late Intermediate period, but this 
cannot be confirmed. 
 G340 was the remains of an adolescent found in the sandy fill of Architectural Complex 
7. With these remains were three ceramic vessels, llama bones, textile fragments, and copper 
objects. 
 G344 was a multiple internment containing the remains of an infant and an adult male, 
both buried face down. Underneath the adult male was the skull of a female adult, which may 
belong to the individual from G343. Also found with this burial were the remains of a fetal llama 
without head or extremities. 
 G349 was a double internment of two children. Also with these remains were copper 
fragments and a variety of ceramics including vessels, whistles, trumpets, an ocarina, figurines, 
and spoons. 
 G351 was a heavily looted rectangular pit lined with adobes. Only a few human bones 
were found but these were determined to belong to an adolescent aged 12-17 years. Also 
found with these bones were fragments of ceramic vessels, copper objects, and clay figurines.  
 G352 contained the remains of an adolescent female who was buried underneath sev-
eral layers of floors. Her bones were sprinkled with red ochre and she was buried with over 200 
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shell beads from a large necklace, llama bones, copper and shell objects, and three ceramic ves-
sels. 
 G354 was found below a domestic floor and contained the remains of an adult male and 
a child. Also found with these individuals were four ceramic vessels, copper fragments, a bead, 
and three pendants. 
 G358 contained the disturbed remains of an adolescent male. Copper tweezers, copper 
objects, two ceramic vessels, and a clay figurine were found near these remains. 
 G361 contained the remains of two individuals buried under a floor. The first individual 
was an adolescent female buried with over thirty ceramic vessels and several copper objects. 
Ceramic fragments were found under the adolescent’s feet. The second individual was an adult 
female buried with copper artifacts, twenty ceramic vessels, and llama bones. 
 G362 contained the remains of a young child (aged 1-6 years). These remains were 
found with copper objects, miniature ceramic vessels, fish bones, llama bones, and a complete 
skeleton of a guinea pig. 
 G367 was the disarticulated remains of an infant. Mixed with these remains were llama 
bones and ceramic instruments including whistles, trumpets, and a rattle. 
 G370 was a simple pit burial containing the remains of a child buried with ten ceramic 
vessels and one copper object. 
 G372 contained the remains of a child buried with a single domestic ceramic vessel. 
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 G376 was a simple pit burial containing the remains of an adolescent with a ceramic 
sherd placed in their mouth and right hand. 
 G415 contained the remains of two individuals: a child and an adult female. With these 
remains were copper objects, sixteen ceramic vessels, and llama bones. 
 G425 was a large chamber containing the remains of at least twelve individuals. All of 
these remains were disturbed, leading archaeologists to conclude that this chamber had either 
been looted, used for secondary burials, or was reopened in Moche times. Of the twelve indi-
viduals found in this chamber, two were determined to be children and two were determined 
to be adolescents. No grave goods were noted in this burial chamber. 
 G426 was a double internment containing the remains of an adult male and an adoles-
cent. Found with these individuals were found with a dozen ceramic vessels, llama bones, a 
gourd vessel, and a large wooden mace. A careful study of this mace revealed that the mace 
had been covered in human blood. This mace may have been used to dispatch the sacrificial vic-
tims from Plaza 3A, who died from a strong blow to the head. 
 G427 contained the remains of an adolescent placed on a wooden plank frame. Roughly 
one hundred ceramic vessels were found with this individual. 
 G429 contained a child placed in a cane coffin and buried with copper fragments, three 
ceramic vessels, and llama bones. 
 G430 contained the remains of an infant missing their head. Shell fragments were found 
near these remains, but no other grave goods were reported. 
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 G431 contained the remains of child wrapped in a shroud. A whistle was placed in each 
of the child’s hands and coca seeds were found near the remains. 
 G432 contained the remains of child wrapped in a shroud. No grave goods were found 
with these remains. 
 Bourget (2001) describes the remains of three young children found underneath the 
sacrificed warriors of Plaza 3A at Huaca de la Luna. The first child was aged between 2.5 and 3.5 
years. This child had no encasing or grave goods associated with them. The second child was 
aged around one year. This child had no head but did have a large shell placed next to the body. 
This child had an acute bone infection which may been the cause of death. The third child was 
aged around 3 years. This child also had no head but did have a ceramic whistle placed in each 
hand (Bourget 2001). 
 Tumba 9 contained the remains of a female adolescent aged 15-20 years along with the 
remains of an adult male. They were found in an adobe lined pit and the female was placed in a 
seated position. Several ceramic vessels were found with this burial. 
 Tumba 13 contained the remains of an infant aged 6-12 months buried in an adobe 
lined pit. These remains were found with copper artifacts and fragmented ceramic vessels. 
 Tumba 14 contained the remains of an adult male and two infants aged 6-12 months. 
One infant had copper sheeting in their mouth, lapiz lazuli beads around their neck, a possible 
nose ring, and multiple ceramic fragments near and underneath the remains. The other infant 
had copper sheeting in their mouth. Also found with this burial were multiple ceramic vessels 
and figurines. Both infants were likely secondary burials. 
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 Tumba 15 contained the remains of an infant aged approximately six months. No grave 
goods were found with this burial. 
 Tumba 16 contained the remains of an infant aged roughly six months. The infant was 
wrapped in a shroud and buried with multiple ceramic vessels and a fragment of ceramic within 
the mouth. 
 Tumba 3 contained the remains of an adolescent female aged 17-21 years. She was bur-
ied in an extended position but little else is known about this burial. 
 Tumba 6 contained the remains of four individuals: two young adult females, one young 
adult male, and one child aged 4-5 years. No grave good were found associated with this burial. 
 Tumba 7 contained the remains of four individuals. These include the remains of an 
adult male, a child aged 4-5 years, and two perinates. No grave goods were found with this bur-
ial. 
3.5.4. Cerro Blanco 
A small collection of Moche buildings has been found on the eastern slopes of Cerro Blanco, a 
small mountain that forms a border of the Huacas de Moche. One burial has been found in this 
area with the remains of two individuals. The first was an adult male in a cane coffin with an as-




3.6. Viru Valley 
3.6.1. Huaca de la Cruz 
The Virú Valley is relatively narrow and is surrounded by the lower Andean Cordillera and its 
steep slopes. Despite its small area, the Virú Valley was well mapped during the Virú Valley Pro-
ject during the 1940s and 1950s and over 300 archaeological sites were identified although very 
few of these sites have been excavated. The only site with identified juvenile burials is Huaca de 
la Cruz. A large platform dominates Huaca de la Cruz, but little is known about how this plat-
form was used. All burials date to the Middle Moche period. 
 G458 contained the remains of two children in a simple pit burial. The first child was 
placed in a extended position and buried with gourd and ceramic containers, copper objects, 
and inlaid earspools. The second child was placed in a domestic ceramic jar. These remains 
were found with gourd and ceramic containers, ceramic instruments, and fragments of a neck-
lace. 
 G459 was found under a clay floor and contained the remains of child with no grave 
goods. 
 G462 was located at the bottom of a shaft filled with refuse and contained the remains 
of an infant placed on a textile. A gourd container had been placed over the infant’s head. Also 
associated with the remains were four ceramic vessels. 
 G463 was a simple pit burial containing the remains of an infant associated with a pair 
of ceramic vessels. 
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 G468 contains the remains of a child wrapped in a shroud and woven mat. Also found 
with this grave were a ceramic vessel and ceramic figurine. 
 G470 was the burial of a child wrapped in a shroud and woven mat. This child had red 
ochre on their skull, gourd vessels over the head and feet, and a copper mask and copper san-
dals. Also found with this burial were five ceramic vessels. 
 G471 was also known as the “Warrior Priest of Virú” and contained the remains of five 
individuals. The primary individual was an adult male found in a cane coffin. Also in the cane 
coffin was a child aged 1-6 years wrapped in a shroud. The original archaeologists believed that 
this child was sacrificed but no evidence was provided to support this theory. 
3.7. Santa Valley 
Over 100 Moche cemeteries were identified by David Wilson during his survey of the Santa Val-
ley. Despite this large number of cemeteries, only two sites have yielded juvenile burials: 
Pampa Blanca and Pampa de los Incas (Guadalupito). 
3.7.1. Pampa Blanca 
Several isolated cemeteries were identified at Pampa Blanca. 
 G473 contained the remains of a child and an adult male with no associated grave 
goods. 




 G479 was oriented to the west and contained the remains of an infant. One ceramic 
vessel was found with this burial. 
 G480 belonged to a child buried with one ceramic vessel. 
 Pampa de los Incas had a single juvenile burial. This burial was a simple pit that had 





CHAPTER 4. ANALYSIS 
This chapter analyses the data on Moche children burials and summarized in the Chapter 3. I 
explore several variables including age, sex, orientation, position of remains, burial chamber 
(yes/no and type), type of burial encasing (shroud, coffin, etc.), valley and site distribution, 
other individuals present, grave goods, and related interesting features. 
4.1. Age 
Due to a lack of specificity in the provided age ranges, ages were only able to be divided into 
three separate categories: infant (fetus-one year), child (1-10 years), and adolescent (11-17 
years). There are no firm lines between these categories as skeletal remains cannot be assigned 
a specific chronological age and are typically assigned an age range varying from a few months 
to several years. Of the 183 juvenile burials aged, 32 were aged under one year, 111 were aged 
between one and eleven, and 40 were aged between twelve and eighteen years. For percent-
ages, infants were 17%, children were 61%, and adolescents were 22% of the overall sample. 
 
















4.2. Age Distribution Pie Chart 
This breakdown is skewed slightly toward the older children. If better aging data had 
been available, it may have been possible to break the 1-11 year category into a 1-4 year cate-
gory and a 5-11 year category. This change might have revealed a skew toward the younger 
children, which would be a more usual pattern of childhood mortality. In her review of 9658 ju-
venile burials, Mary Lewis documents child mortality rates of 29.5% for infants, 27.5% for ages 
1-4 years, 16% for 5-9 years, and 20% for 10-19 years. This pattern follows an expected pattern 
of childhood morbidity. Infant mortality is relatively high for preindustrial societies, particularly 
during periods of high stress. Infant mortality often peaks around the time of weaning, between 
roughly 18 months and three years in prehistoric societies. The cessation of breastfeeding 
means young children are more likely to be exposed to disease and malnutrition, leading to 
high rates of childhood morbidity. Morbidity rates are at the lowest after weaning and before 
puberty. Puberty is a biologically stressful time which can leave the child vulnerable to disease 
and other health concerns. The onset of puberty can also be a cultural signal of the transition 
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84 
 
need to procure one’s own food, living independently, and perhaps pregnancy, all of which 
have a high biological cost which may be too high for some adolescents. 
Donnan and McClelland provide the most exact age estimates for their portion of burials 
from Pacatnamú. This increased level of specificity means that the 1-11 year category can be 
effectively broken down into 1-4 years and 5-9 years categories (mimicking Lewis’ categories). 
When Donnan and McClellan’s data is isolated and analyzed, a more expected pattern of child-
hood mortality emerges. For this micro data set, there were 10 individuals aged less than one 
year (33% of the data set), 13 aged between one and four years (43% of the data set), 3 aged 
between five and nine years (10% of the data set), and 4 aged between ten and nineteen years 




4.3. Bar Graph Comparison of Expected, Actual, and Sample Age Distribution 
 This mini case study seems to show that a narrower reported age range leads to a 
slightly more expected percentage distribution of childhood age at death. While this smaller 
sample cannot be proved to be representative of every site, it is a reasonable estimate. While 
the distributional trend at Pacatnamú is more similar to Lewis’s sample, the Pacatnamú sample 
does have significantly higher percentages of young (ages 1-4 years) children. This spike may be 
related to weaning, which would have occurred around this age and meant exposure to a wider 
variety of diseases. This age group may appear overrepresented because older age groups are 
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from the Lewis sample, thus exaggerating the ratios of the younger age groups. Other explana-
tions may be sampling bias. Juvenile burials may be at different areas of sites that are not cur-
rently being excavated by archaeologists.  Other theories may be possible but further evidence 
would be needed to support these. 
4.2. Sex 
When dealing with human remains, it is impossible to determine gender as gender is a social 
identity that one may or may not have identified with in life. Gender varies based on culture, 
time, space, and individual attitudes. What biological anthropologists (such as bioarchaeolo-
gists) can determine from (adult) human remains is biological sex. These skeletal markers of bi-
ological sex, mainly found in the skull and the pelvis, do not appear until puberty. These skeletal 
markers are not a dichotomy but are an overlapping range, meaning that even in adult remains 
the best sex estimation methods are not perfect because some skeletal remains are not sex-
ually diagnostic enough to be estimated confidently. 
 Thirty adolescents were complete enough and sexually diagnostic enough to be evalu-
ated for sex. Of these thirty, eleven were estimated to be male and nineteen were estimated to 
be female. This means that almost two-thirds of the sexed adolescents were estimated to be 
female. Of these adolescent females, all but two were buried with other individuals and almost 
all of the adolescent females buried with other individuals were buried in a manner suggesting 
that they may have served as burial retainers rather than as subjects of a mass burial. In com-
parison, only about half of the adolescent males were buried with other individuals but nearly 
all of these were buried as burial retainers. This burial treatment begs the question of if these 
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adolescents died of natural causes or were sacrificed in order to accompany others into the af-
terlife. A few of the teenaged females did have insect casings in association, suggesting that 
they may have been dead for a while before they were interred but the others may remain less 
certain. 
 
 4.4. Pie Charts of Sex Distribution 
4.3. Burial Position 
The burial position refers the attitude in which a person was buried. The most common burial 
position in this sample is extended, with the person being placed on their back with legs ex-
tended and arms at their sides or bend across the chest. A face down position would be identi-
cal to extended except the individual being buried on their stomach with their face into the 
earth. A flexed position is when the individual’s arms and legs are pulled tightly against the 
torso, resembling a fetal position. The single obstetric position refers to a set of fetal remains 
found among the pelvic bones of an adult female. This double set of remains likely represents 
woman who was pregnant at the time of her death. The seated position is self-explanatory. The 
side position refers to an individual placed on their side. The “unusual” position is from four 















explain how these positions were unusual just that they were “unusual”. The vessel burials 
were small children buried within ceramic vessels. The disturbed burials could not be assessed 
for burial position and about half of the descriptions of burials did not describe a burial posi-
tion.  
  
Figure 4.5. Chart of Burial Position Variations 
   
4.6. Bar Graphs of Burial Position Frequencies 
 This data conclusively shows that the extended burial position was preferred by the Mo-
che, at least for juvenile burials. This fact may be so obvious that it may not have been men-
tioned in descriptions because it was assumed that the burial position would be extended. 






























The orientation of a body during burial is significant in some societies. The ancient Egyptians 
preferred to be buried on the western side of the Nile because they associated the setting of 
the sun in the west with the sun’s death every evening. Many Christian societies prefer to bury 
their dead facing the east so they will arise to see the second coming of Jesus in the east. 
 For Moche juveniles, the most common orientation was to have the head to the south. 
The second most common “orientation” was disarticulated which either describes a secondary 
burial when bones would be interred after the rest of the remains have decomposed. Having 
the head to the east and southeast were also somewhat common. Orientations to the west and 
north were found but these orientations were often found among burial retainers and may not 
have been representative of “usual” burial orientations. 
 


















4.5. Burial Chamber 
Slightly over half of all the juveniles described were buried in simple pits or without any kind of 
burial chamber. The other types of burial chambers include domestic contexts, boot-shaped 
chambers, rectangular chambers, and adobe lined chambers. For juveniles in burial chambers, 
plain rectangular chambers were by far the most common. Domestic burials such as under 
floors or within benches were somewhat common and typically only contained one or two indi-
viduals. The adobe lined chambers and boot shaped chambers are much more likely to contain 
multiple interments. These different types of burial chambers would have required different 
levels of effort to construct and likely represent different status levels. Simple pit burials are the 
simplest as they are unadorned holes in the ground. Rectangular pits were slightly more in-
volved as digging large rectangular pits with straight edges is more difficult than a simple hole 
in the ground (as any archaeologist will tell you). Lining these chambers with stones adds an-
other level of difficulty. Adobes are even more difficult because they must be manufactured. 
Domestic burials are either very low or quite high levels of effort. They may be low effort be-
cause all that is required is to dig a hole under a floor. It is not even necessary to leave one’s 
house. The level of effort depends on whether the burial room is used again after the burial. If 
so, the overall level of effort is not high. However, if the room is not used again, this requires a 





4.8. Bar Graph of Chamber Type Distribution 
4.6. Burial Encasing 
Burial encasings refer to any covering that the individual was buried within during interment. 
For example, most Americans are buried wearing their best clothes and then are encased in 
coffins made of plastic or wood. The Moche did not have access to plastic or much wood, so 
they relied upon other materials to bury their dead. Cane and textile were the most common 
materials and were used in a variety of ways. Textiles were mostly used to create burial 
shrouds. These shrouds could be a single layer or multiple layers. These shrouds may have been 
either a large piece of textile (like a blanket) that was sewn or folded shut or for juveniles, shirts 
were often used for inner layers of burial wrappings. Canes were common to this area of Peru 
and could be used in multiple ways. A reinforced splint is prepared similarly to a shroud burial 
but instead of binding off the shroud, canes are placed around the shroud with ropes used to 
loosely hold the canes in place. In this type of burial, the canes are used to support the body 
and keep it in an extended position. While this is slightly more complex than a shroud burial, 
this type of encasing is still relatively simple. A similar yet slightly more complex burial is the 
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with rope and then this cane is wrapped around the shrouded body to form a tube. In a few 
cases, the ends were covered with large gourd plates. Cane coffins were even more complex 
because they included six pieces of this woven cane material shaped into a rectangular coffin 
and tied together with ropes. The simplest form of burial was placing an individual either within 
or underneath a ceramic jar or plate. This method seemed to be reserved for infants either be-
cause of matter of convenience or due to a lack of respect for infant burials. 
 















































4.10. Pie Charts of Burial Encasing Percentage 
4.7. Other Individuals 
Almost half of all juveniles were buried with other individuals. These other individuals may have 
been other juveniles or adults. The adult categories were broken down into male, female, or 
adults of undetermined sex. The young adult categories contain both sexed adolescents and 
adults aged less than 25 years. Child includes those too young to be sexed (both child and in-
fant). Of the 44% of juveniles buried with other individuals a majority of these were buried with 
adults of middle to older age. The second most common group was juveniles buried with other 
children, followed by young adults. 
 An important distinction should be made between burials of equal and unequal relation-
ships. This terminology is vague, but the concept is simple.  Some burials of multiple individuals 
contain individuals buried in similar encasings with similar amounts and types of grave goods. 
These burials would be burials with equal relationships between the individuals. Other burials 
have a single principal individual with elaborate burial encasings and grave goods. In this type of 
grave, other individuals will be present, but they will have few to no grave goods and simplified 













found in both types of burials and the interpretation is different for both types of burials. When 
juveniles are found in unequal burial relationships, it raises the question of how these juveniles 
were viewed.  Were they included as valuable grave goods (thus reducing them to objects) or 
were they important family members who chose to sacrifice themselves to join their loved one 
into the afterlife (giving them agency and choice)? Perhaps they were sacrificed to accompany 
the principal individual on their journey to the afterlife. It may never be known whether these 
burial retainers were willing or unwilling or how they were viewed. 
 One specific joint burial should be noted. Burial 285 (Millaire numbering) from 
Huanchaco contained the remains of an adult woman found with fetal bones among her pelvic 
bones. The positioning and size of the fetal bones indicate that this woman was likely pregnant 
at the time of her death. While described as a joint burial in this work, it is possible that this 
would not have been viewed as a joint burial at the time of internment. 
 
4.11. Pie Chart of Other Individual Presence/Absence 
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4.12. Bar Graph of Other Individual Age Distribution 
4.8. Grave Goods 
Of the 187 juveniles identified in this study, 121 were found with grave goods. It is incredibly 
likely that there were more Moche juvenile burials at these sites than the 66 juveniles identified 
in this research. However, if the burial context is not very clear (for instance, the middle of a 
cemetery previously established as Moche), it is difficult to know for certain which culture or 
time period a burial dates to with no grave goods. The most common grave goods used to date 
burials are ceramics and textiles, which may explain the high numbers of these objects in juve-
nile graves. 
Another common object found in juvenile graves was copper. These copper objects 
were typically found in the mouths or hands of the deceased. Millaire describes these objects 
as “amulets”. These amulets were formed into folded sheets or ingots or were pre-formed cop-
per objects such as needles or earspools. In the best preserved graves, these objects were often 
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had yarn wrapped around it, possibly to keep the hand closed around the copper. The prepon-
derance of copper objects and the need to keep them in place indicates some kind of burial rit-
ual related to the placing of copper with the deceased. The ceramic fragments found in the 
hand of two juveniles may have been an attempt to replicate the ritual with copper for some-
one who could not afford the precious metal. 
A variety of prestige items were found among some of the juvenile burials. The most 
common elite goods were beads from what were once necklaces and bracelets. Whatever 
string or leather had kept the necklaces and bracelets together had long since degraded but the 
beads remained clustered around the necks and wrists of their owners. The beads were made 
of stone, ceramic, shell (sometimes Spondylus), copper, silver, or gold. The beads also ranged in 
size from tiny shell beads to large pendants of stone or metal shaped like figurines or peanuts. 
Whole Spondylus shells were found in a few graves as marks of elite status. Spondylus is still 
rare today and would have been imported from far away Ecuador. A few juveniles were found 
with whole Spondylus shells on their arms, in what Millaire suggests is an elevated form of the 
burial ritual of placing copper in the mouth and hand mentioned before. Other Spondylus were 
found in other contexts so this was not the only use of Spondylus in Moche burial contexts. 
Specialized ceramics including figurines, whistles, and other instruments were found with a few 
of the burials. These must have required more effort than ceramic vessels and thus been of a 
higher value. Their comparative rarity may indicate their elevated status. Metal headdresses 




A variety of animal remains were also found within juvenile graves. The most common 
animal remains were llama. The amount of llama remains varied from a few bones to an entire 
llama skeleton. Llamas were one of the main sources of meat and textiles and were very im-
portant to everyday life. Dogs, guinea pigs, a snake, a parrot, and a fish skeleton were also 
found in a few juvenile graves. Guinea pigs and fish are still eaten today and may have been 
food sacrifices for the deceased. The dogs, snake, and parrot may have either been food sacri-
fices or pets buried with their owners. The parrot is especially interesting as parrots are not na-
tive to this part of Peru and would have been imported from the Amazon. 
None of the juveniles were found with graves goods pointing toward the gender of their 
owner. One exception to this is grave 216 at San Jose de Moro. This grave was part of a series of 
graves at San Jose de Moro, all which had adult females as the principal individuals. Grave 216 
had a child aged five to seven years as its principal individual but had a layout that was nearly 
identical to the other graves. These similarities led archaeologists to conclude that this child 
was a young girl. Other than this individual, the gender of any other unsexed juvenile cannot be 
confirmed. 
Some of the grave goods may index the gender of the deceased when they were alive. 
Spinning and weaving yarn has long been considered a women’s activity and the tools of spin-
ning and weaving (spindle, spindle whorls, and skeins of thread) have been found in women’s 
graves. Several spindles, spindle whorls, and yarn have been found in juvenile graves and alt-
hough this does not prove that these graves belonged to females, it does make it more likely. A 
“classic” male grave good is weapons but only one weapon was found among all of the juvenile 
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graves described above. The one weapon was a wooden club found in the grave of an adoles-
cent male aged 12-17 years. The lack of weapons in other graves either indicates that weapons 
were not typically used as grave goods or they were only placed in the graves of older males, if 
weapons were associated only with males. 
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Table 4.13.  Grave Good Type 
Table 
Grave Good Type Number of Burials 
with Grave Good 
Type 
Ceramic Vessels 75 
Copper 52 
Textile 46 





Shell Artifacts 12 
Spondylus 9 
Unspun Cotton 9 










Net Sinker 5 
Stone Pendant 5 





Dog Skeleton 2 
Ceramic fragment in 
hand 
2 
Reed Basket 2 
Feathers 2 
Guinea Pig Skeleton 2 




Parrot Skeleton 1 
Lime 1 





CHAPTER 5 INTERPRETATION 
At the end of my second chapter, I presented five expectations of my data (Table 5.1). In this 
chapter, I will discuss how those expectations compared with the analyzed dataset. 
Table 5.1. Expectations and Realities of Data 
Five Expectations of the Data Reality 
Juveniles were buried differently than adults. Juveniles generally received a lower en-
ergy expenditure than adults. 
Graves of older juveniles will be more similar 
graves of adults. 
Older juveniles tended to be treated 
more similarly to adults, but this cannot 
be fully confirmed. 
Gender will be evident through grave goods. Juvenile grave goods were either not gen-
dered or not gendered in a way we un-
derstand but may reflect gendered occu-
pations. 
Juveniles produced economic value. Many juveniles had “productive” grave 
goods, but this may require further re-
search. 
Juveniles did not meaningfully participate in reli-
gion or politics. 
Juveniles may have been participants in 
religious ceremonies either as sacrificial 
victims or as priests-in-training. 
 
My first hypothesis was that juveniles would be treated differently in death than adults. I pos-
ited this to establish the merit of my research. If there had been no difference between adult 
and juvenile graves this may have indicated that the Moche did not have a concept of child-
hood and simply viewed children as small adults. It may have also meant that children were not 
treated differently from adults in death even if they had been treated differently in life. My re-
search indicates that while children received similar mortuary treatments as adults, the burial 
preparations of children generally required less energy expenditure. Juveniles tended to have 
less elaborate burial encasings and grave goods than adults. Low energy expenditure burial en-
casings such as shrouds and reinforced splints represent roughly 75% (65 out of 86) of juvenile 
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burials with some type of encasing. For comparison, low energy expenditure burial encasings 
make up 43% (101 out of 233) total burials and roughly 25% (36 out of 147) of adult burials with 
encasings. 
Two types of lower energy expenditure are almost unique to juveniles. In the corpus of 
Millaire’s study only 13 individuals were had reinforced splints as their burial encasing. Of these 
13, 11 were juveniles and 10 of these were aged less than 5 years (the eleventh was aged be-
tween 1-11 years). The other unique type of burial encasing were juveniles found underneath 
or within ceramic vessels. Three juveniles were found with this type of encasing and two were 
infants while the third was aged between one and eleven years. Why were these children pro-
vided this specific type of encasing? Was it a matter of convenience that made their small bod-
ies easier to carry to the grave? Does this somehow mark elite young children from other chil-
dren? Not all children under the age of 5 were encased in reinforced splints. In my data, 33 chil-
dren were aged between one and five years but only 11 had reinforced splints. Millaire suggests 
the canes were provided to keep the body from shifting during transportation and states that it 
shows a slightly higher energy expenditure than a simple shroud encasing but does not associ-
ate any symbolic significance. I argue that it either demonstrates those who buried the child 
taking extra care during transportation or some type of symbolic protection for a vulnerable 
age group. Remember, this study found a higher percentage of burials of children aged 1-4 than 
would typically be expected (see Lewis 2007 for expected). 
This disparity would seemingly point toward juveniles having a lower status than adults, 
at least among those with burial encasings. This may indicate that status in the Moche world 
needed to be earned over one’s life. One exception is the elite juvenile burial found at San José 
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de Moro. The principal individual from this grave was likely too young to have done anything to 
earn this elevated status. The similarity of her grave to the other identified priestesses also indi-
cates a type of grooming to prepare this girl to take her place in elite Moche society (Castillo 
2007, Millaire 2002: 67). A few other children were found in contexts that suggest they may 
have belonged to the elite. These may include those serving as burial retainers in elaborate 
tombs, those associated with Spondylus, or those with many beads. While these juveniles are 
present, they are a distinct minority. The small number of elite juveniles may indicate the Mo-
che had a small elite class or elite children may have been less likely to die before reaching 
adulthood. But even the elite juvenile graves are not on par with elite adult graves. The girl 
priestess from San Jose de Moro is the only juvenile with obvious burial retainers while there 
were several adults with burial retainers. Even among the elite, juveniles likely had a lower sta-
tus than adults. While not an uncommon phenomenon, it is noteworthy because of the insight 
it provides into how Moche children may have been treated. They were likely not revered as 
miracles or gifts from heaven, as modern American children are sometimes described by their 
parents. On the other hand, the efforts that did go into preparing juveniles for burial indicate 
that children merited some regard from their parents or communities. If children were com-
pletely disregarded by society, there would have been far more juveniles buried in simple pits 
with no grave goods. So far, it appears that while most children did not have a high status, they 
were valued by their communities enough to receive burial rites of some kind. 
I also hypothesized that older juveniles would be treated more similarly to adults in life 
and in death. As I am limited by the age groups in the sources I used, older juveniles are defined 
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as those between the ages of 12 and 17. I identified 40 older juveniles in my study. These ado-
lescents tend to vary widely in their burial encasing (ranging from none to cane coffins) but 
nearly all (80%) adolescents were buried with other individuals. Only 8 of 40 older juveniles 
were buried alone. Some of these adolescents served as burial retainers to elite adults but 
many were simply interred with one or two other individuals. No attempts have been made to 
determine a relationship between these individuals. I theorize that these older juveniles may 
have been perceived as young adults. These individuals may have occupied a liminal space in 
society where they were too old for their parents to support them and furnish them with their 
own grave but had not acquired the material resources or connections that would have af-
forded them a more elaborate burial. These young adults were perhaps married and therefore 
liberated from their parents. If they or their spouse could not bury them by themselves, burial 
may have been postponed until someone else in the community died. The young adult would 
have then been added to the grave of another as a way of saving cost for the more vulnerable 
members of the community. While this theory cannot be definitively proven archaeologically, it 
does explain why older adolescents tended to have less elaborate, shared burials. This theory 
would also posit that Moche adulthood began at some point between ages 12 and 17. This age 
of adulthood would not be unusual for the prehistoric world. Perry (2005) argues that Byzan-
tine youths became independent around 15-17 years of age. For many societies, adulthood was 
achieved upon marriage and sexual maturity was likely more of a prerequisite for marriage than 
a specific age. 
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 I also theorized that gender would be revealed through some of the grave goods found 
in juvenile graves. I was not able to answer this question as satisfactorily as I would have pre-
ferred. This lack of answers is partially due to the complicated nature of gender in pre-Colum-
bian Andean societies. Gender, especially the female gender, is notoriously difficult to identify 
in Moche art (Bourget 2001). As such, surprisingly little is understood about Moche gender 
roles considering the wealth of information available about other aspects of Moche culture. 
Some very general things such as warriors being male, and females being associated with chil-
dren have been documented but culturally specific gender roles have been difficult to define. 
Weaving has sometimes been called a female activity and graves found with spindles and spin-
dle whorls are sometimes identified as female. However, this neglects a long Andean tradition 
of weaving being done by men and women (Graubart 2000). Weapons have been associated 
with warriorhood and masculinity but only one weapon was found in the corpus of the study. 
While this may provide a guess for the sex of one individual, it is not a reliable marker. An alter-
nate possibility is that the Moche viewed gender as a spectrum rather than a binary. This would 
make gender far more difficult to determine from material culture. It is also possible that juve-
nile grave goods are diagnostic of gender, but they are not diagnostic in a way that is currently 
understood by Moche scholars. 
 I have also theorized that juveniles were economic producers based on historical and 
bioarchaeological evidence from other cultures across the world. If this were true, juveniles 
may be found with the tools that they used or objects they produced. The difficulty with this 
theory is a general inability to determine who produced these grave goods. The presence of 
spindles, spindle whorls, thread, and a needle may indicate that some juveniles were involved 
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with textile production. Textiles were likely woven in every Moche household and archaeologi-
cal evidence from Huacas de Moche suggests that elaborate textiles were manufactured and 
embroidered by craft specialists in urban centers (Chapdelaine 2009). The widespread produc-
tion of textiles means training in weaving and spinning thread would likely begin at a young age. 
Ubiquitous use of ceramics means that children would probably be exposed to ceramic making 
very early in life, but this is more difficult to prove. Most children probably were responsible for 
various household chores such as fetching water or firewood, tending animals, basic gardening, 
or cleaning but these types of chores would not be visible from mortuary contexts. 
 If grave goods are assumed to have belonged to those they were buried with, a few 
basic occupations begin to emerge. While many juveniles would have likely participated in 
household tasks such as gardening or the tending of domestic animals, some juveniles may 
have worked alongside older community members in other jobs. Five net sinkers were found 
associated with juvenile graves. These juveniles may have been fishers or otherwise dependent 
on aquatic resources. Copper, shell, and stone pendants or amulets (Millaire’s terminology) 
were found in juvenile graves and, following the assumption that those in the grave owed what 
they were buried with, these juveniles may have worked as artisans, crafting these decorative 
or symbolic objects. 
 My final expectation was that juveniles would not meaningfully participate in religion or 
politics. The interconnected nature of Moche religion and politics has already been discussed 
and I will not attempt to separate the two in this chapter. Perhaps the most obvious example of 
juveniles participating in religion is the young priestess from San José de Moro. Even if this child 
was still in training to become a priestess, this grave signals a cultural acceptance of children 
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participating in the highest levels of religious ritual. Another example of juvenile participation in 
religious ritual is Bourget’s description of the youngest victims of Plaza 3A. These three children 
may not have been sacrificed as violently as the adults interred there but their presence is sig-
nificant. These children were brought into the sacrificial space ahead of the captured warriors 
and their bodies were used as a type of dedicatory offering. These children are unique. Com-
pared to the Inka or the Wari, child sacrifice is comparatively rare (Tung and Knudson 2010, 
Ceruti 2015). I argue that this fact when combined with themes in Moche art can provide an ex-
planation as to how the Moche viewed children. 
 A subset of Moche “sex pots” depict a man and a woman engaging in coitus while the 
woman breastfeeds an infant. Weismantel argues that in this arrangement, the infant is a sym-
bol of fertility (Weismantel 2004). In the ancient world, producing a child was the only positive 
indicator of a couple’s fertility, thus showing the woman with an infant signals that the woman 
is fertile and that the act the couple are engaging in is capable of producing a child. Under this 
model, children are a representation of fertility. I argue that this applies to Moche children as a 
group. Children are an expression of their parent’s fertility and are valued because of this. Chil-
dren would not be sacrificed except in times of great strain and even then, Bourget stated that 
the children at Plaza 3A may have been placed there after dying of natural causes (2001). This 
would also explain why Moche childhood appears to end at the end of puberty. Once these in-
dividuals become fertile, they may no longer be seen as a product of their parents’ fertility but 





This research helps to outline the position of juveniles within Moche society. While not compre-
hensive of how juveniles were treated in life, it attempts to be a comprehensive summary of 
the treatment of juveniles after death. Although I have used them to support my claims, it is im-
portant to remember that these remains are not simple data points or variables to factor into 
my equation of how Moche society functioned. These are the last physical remains of children 
who died far sooner than they were expected to. These children had families and communities 
that loved and supported them during life and mourned them after their premature deaths. 
Therefore, this research is not only a study of the role of children, it is also a study of grief, loss, 
and dashed hopes for the future. To be able to study such a complex subject is an honor and I 
do not take it lightly. 
While this research was done to the best of my abilities, there is also room for further 
study. I was limited by not being able to understand Spanish well enough to read academic 
sources. Had Spanish sources been used, the data may have been interpreted differently. An-
other area of research on this topic would be analyzing the actual bones for evidence of trauma 
and disease. I reviewed published sources that described these remains but a more in depth bi-
oarchaeological analysis would be the next step in expanding this research. Finally, this thesis 
contains very little cross-cultural comparison of different pre-Columbian Andean north coast 
cultures. Bringing more children in from other cultures would allow for a study of how children 
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